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that it may employ. ſome. * my 
own ſex, as innocently i in reading = 
wth, I Matelr myfſelf, palliate the 
preſumption of offering to this moſt . 


2 


0 and 4 pg 


Cal ford — 
and 1 fear bur little, if au | arouſe. 
ment. Vet, if it ſerves to keep 
Grim NIV at a diſtance, during 
its peruſal, I am perſuaded, no part 
of its contents will induce him to 
viſit, its reader, with a view of tak. 
ing advantage of any idea raiſed „ 


the ſentiments expreſſed 3 in it. 
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Ia affure them, ſhould they pick it u 
| 2nd hongur it hour's at- 
| rention ; they 7 that it pol. 
_— ſeſſes at leaſt, the negative merit 
| being perfectly „ 
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I AM writing to my beloved Louiſa 
from the moſt romantic and beautiful 
place in the ſouthern part of Ireland. 
Imagination cannot picture a more en- 
chanting ſcene than that w hich now 2 
pears: before me, even from my windows 


% 


but you ho are accuſtomed to ſhine in 
poliſhed life, to grace the 


ſurrounded: by the moſt elegant phone: 
tions of art, purſued. by admirers, and 
occupied by the various ſucceſſion f 
amuſements, with Which the, Capital 

. abounds 


o * 


= 


e 


m 
I 


= , 188 "= A 1 — . -_ " 
— — x . nn a 
PPP 
: £7 


. ”" 


— - F 
* ＋ . ", 
> ; 5 
14 
a , 
— . 
7 
. * 
* 9 * 
v9.3 * 
3 
* 
* o — * 
3 k 


abounds, ll I rs be 8 to ink 


a deſcription of lonely walks, ſhady bow- ; 


ers, murmuring ſtreams, diſtant caſcades, 
lofty mountains, or the wild, though har- 


monious concerts of the grove, but an 


inſipid detail. I will therefore haſten to 
tell my deareſt friend, what I am certain 
will intereſt her. 
had an uncle, who went while he was 


My lord and maſter 


very young, to the Eaſt Indies; there he 
amaſſed a very large fortune, and as he 
had many friends in Ireland, he remitted 


money to them, to purchaſe an eſtate for 
him in his native country. 
return, there to avoid the troubles which 
then threatened India. His friends ſerved 
him faithfully, and purchaſed a riſing eſtate | 
for him, the preſent rent fix thouſand a 


He wiſhed to 


year. Some time after, he was ſo fortu- 


nate as to obtain a peerage; he choſe 


Emerton, his family name, to Which he 


Was particularly attached, for his title, and 
as he had no family of his own, and that 


my lord was his only nephew, he includ- 
nl ow. name in the patent. He had no 1 
5 ſooner 


— 


ane finiſhed his buſinels, than he went : 


to Ireland to look after his eſtate; but 
feeling himſelf declining, he wrote to his 
nephew, intreating him to come and take 
care of him; he alſo requeſted my com- 
pany. My lord who had loved his mother 
paſſionately while ſhe lived, and whoſe 


memory was ſtill very dear to him, flew 


to her brother. I accompanied him; 
the old gentleman received us with the 
greateſt cordiality, ſeemed charmed with 
our ſociety, and ſhewed us Emerton- 
Place with apparent delight. I perceived 
with concern, that he was much worſe than 
he apprehended, and it gave me pain to 
hear him forming future plans which it 


was impoſſible his emaciated frame could 


_ exiſt to execute. He continued to de- 


cline every day, and notwithſtanding all — 5 


the aſſiſtance or attention that the ten. 
dereſt affection could procure, he died 2 
few weeks after our arrival. This affair 
depreſſed my ſpirits for ſome weeks: my. 
lord was exceſſively affected by the loſs-- 
of his uncle, who left him an eſtate to 
. N 
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tels of Emerton, Emmerton Face. My 
ford deſires His br fo to you and | your 


(..4 


fuppbrt a name he loved.” You wil there- 


fore, my dear Lonifa, direct to the Cout: 


Hel mother. | 
| Accept tlie fame from TT 
your truly attach 5 
HONORA EMERTON. 


LETTER NN. 


1 THANK you, my dear Honora, ten 


thouſand times, for your kind letter. 1 


am charmed to find you like Emerton- 
Place, but felt a little chagrined at yeur 


total neglect of your neiglibours, with 
whom on a future day T propoſe beihg 


abquainted. 80 large an addition to ydu¹fỹ,ẽ 
Fortune, will en: 
extend the bene 


e you to purſue and : 
olent 18 you had laid 
| down 


Rs 


4213 


down when 1 laſt ſaw, you. Reliexivg 
the wretched, and turning woe and mi- 5 
tory 1 into joy and comfort, is, in my opi- 
DION, a God: like enjoyment, or as Mr. 
| Tenor. moſt emphatically expreſſes i n 


. 
* To banquet on the bleflings of the poor.” 


Bur. apropos of wretchedgeſßs, 1 will t tel 
Von a very; odd circumitange. Vou may 
remember that my eld nurſe is wife to 
the maſker of an American trader. She 


aun te des une as. 389, witha fer _ 


3 en ee eee * me, but chat * 


deed} poor lady ſhe was fo melancholy, 


the feared ſhe ſhould die that the neither 
eat nor ſlept, and was always Writing and 
_ erying;—that the gave her letters to + 


porter to carry to the poſt, who. could. 


Bot read, and ſhe did not know, as the. 

herſelf was as illiterate as the porter, who. = 

they were for. I aſked her who the was, 

and how long the had known her? the 

anſwered, that her huſband had ſent her 

1d Owe Elder people with e, on 
ore 


| 


r. 6. C f * 
8 5 in a ORF, with irene 
ons to take care of the lady, (for ſhe was | 
a lady of rank) about three weeks ago. 
That at that time her own children were 
in of the ſmall-pox, and that their danger 
had prevented her from coming ſooner to 
me about the young lady, of whom ſhe 
| *boaſted the various excellencies, until ſhe 
run herſelf quite out of breath. I took 
that opportunity of telling her, that if 
ſhe could prevail on the young lady to | 
come to me, I would pay her every atten- 
tion in my power. She bleſſed me and de- 
parted; and in leſs than an hour returned, 
leading in one of the moſt finiſhed beau- 
ties I ever beheld, —ſhe ſeemed to ſhrink 
from obſervation, and was ready to faint. 
1 took one of her hands, and tenderly 
preſſing it between mine, led her to a ſofa, 
where ſhe ſat motionleſs for ſome time. 
At length a ſhower of tears relieved her. 
My incomparable mother then joined us, 
welcomed her in that kind and affection- 
ate manner with which one meets an old 
06 de j told her ſhe hoped ſhe 
would 


Gn) 


would conſider our houſe as her Pn "1 
and faid every thing the natural excel- 


lence of her heart could ſuggeſt, to ſooth 
the lovely mourner. She attempted to 
expreſs her gratitude, but we would not 
permit her to ſp 


hoped for in ſo ſhort a time. We learned” 
from my nurſe that her chriſtian · name is 


Laura; as to her ir- name If did not 


1 if 1 is an 1 of: a woman 


i you, you are dying for a deſcription 
of this lovely unknown, in compaſſion, 
therefore take it: She i is tall, and exqui- 


ſitely formed, her air noble and com- 


manding, her manner elegant, gracefu] 


and prepoſſeſſing, her hair beautiful, the 


fineſt black-eyes in the univerſe, ſhaded 
by long dark eye. laſhes, eye-brows that 
may vie with thoſe of the immortal Sid- 
dons, a delicate noſe, charming lips, teeth 


Oo 


— 


k until ſhe was more 
recovered, for fear i it might exhauſt — 
too much, and we had the pleaſure” of C 
finding her more compoſed, than we had 


— 
- 


"(5 8 


- and 1 x fine ſkin,—in fact a moſt 
enchanting creature. When the Was able 
to converſe, I found- ſhe. had as many 
195 tee to nature for Ben ante as dar 
W the bad * on us every mo- 
ment, and intereſted us to ſuch a degree, 
hat at night we parted with regret. The 
exceſſive melancholy that preyed on her 
mind, only rendered her beauty more 
touching. E could not fleep for thinking 
of her, ſhe occupied my thoughts ſo fully. 
But it is time I ſhould relieve. you from 
the length of this letter, and conclude 
with all the &c. &c. &c. | JOY 


- 
LOUISA LU TON. 
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© Dxanesr, Louisa, 3 


„ob eier heb sib in inf 
all the curioſity of my ſex; I am dying 
with impatience to hear ſomething moye. 

of your fair fugitive ; ſhe muſt be uncom - 


monly attractive to create { much admi- 
ration in the minds of people who ſee 
hundreds of beautiful women at every 


public place they go to. Ireland hag been 


ſhe muſt be a miracle of lovelineſs. Have 
pity, my dear, on your inquiſitive friend, 


and tell me every thing you can about 
her in your next 1 Jo prove to you 


1 


that in ſome meaſure I merit this indul- 


gence, I will comply with your wiſh, and 


make you acquainted with one of my s 


neighbours. My lord and 1 were walking 


ſome days ago in a Wood, about a mile 
from our houſe; be was planning ſome 
alterations, and I was liſtening to his 
| B 2;êõ nn 


$ 


* 


: ed * 


* 


89 
2 1 


ſchemes; we were ſo much en groſſed by 
the ſubject, that neither of us perceived 


a ſtorm gathering until it was ready to 


fall, a frightful flaſh of lightnin; croſſed 


: our eyes, which was followed by a vio- 


lent clap of thunder; we made what haſte 


| we could into the thickeſt part of the 


wood, in hopes of being ſheltered from 
the rain, which fell in torrents, We found 
a path, and following it, pereeived that it 
led to the prettieſt cottage I ever ſaw. A 
neat looking maid ſervant opened the 
door, and ſhewed us into a parlour ſim- 
ply furniſhed, but in which there was an 
excellent fire. The maid went out again, 
ſaying, ſhe would let her miſtreſs know 


we were here. In a few minutes the mil. 


tres appeared, with ſuch an air of dig- 
nity, ſweetly blended with mildneſs, as 
arreſted our hearts from the firſt glance. 
I never ſaw ſo majeſtic a figure. She ap- 
pears to be about ſixty years old, tall, and 
rather thin, exceſſively pale, and a ſedate 


manner which ſuits her figure admirably 


well. She muſt have been a beauty 1 in her 
| youth, | 


hwy but wig preſent appear 


reſpect and awe, more than that kind of. 


| admiration which mere beauty demands. 
On her firſt entrance ſhe appeared very 
much embarraſſed, but ſoon recovered 
herſelf, and ſhewed us every attention 
which true hoſpitality knew. how to con- 


fer, yet ſeem itſelf the gainer. She aſſiſted” 
us in drying our cloaths, and politely la- 
mented ſhe could not accommodate us 
in a manner more ſuitable to our rank, and 


her wiſhes. She offered us every refreſh. 


ment her cottage afforded, and ſeemed: - 
obliged by every mark of civility we ac- 
cepted from her. During the courſe f 
our converſation ſhe charmed-us with the | 
ſtrength, clearneſs and good ſenſe of her 
obſervations; > me knows the world tho- : 


roughly, and I. fear has felt its arrows.,— 


My lord was." delighted with her, ind: 
could have liſtened to her for hours ! but | 


night coming on, obliged us to return. | 
We thanked our benefactreſs, . entreat- 
ed the favour of her company at Emer- . 


. ron. Flace; ſhe very politely declined our: 
N 


* 


G 
invitation, adding, that the company of a 
woman of her age would be rather an in- 
. cumbranice than a pleaſure, amongſt a gay 
and youthful circle; but that the flight 
. acquaintance ſhe had with us, had in- 
| ſpired her with ſentiments fo favourable 
| of us, that our happineſs would always 
be dear to her. She walked with us to the 
edge of the wood; we repeated our en- 
treaties that ſhe ſhould return our viſit; 
ſhe delicately, but ſteadily perſevered in 
her refuſal. My lord then requeſted ſhe 
would inform us to whoſe hoſpitality we 
were ſo much indebted? ſhe anſwered, that 
the was a widow, and that her name was 1 
Marley; then wiſhing each other a good 
5 night, we parted with unfeigned regret 
on our ſide, and apparent concern on 
her's. We did not aſk leave to repeat out 
viſit, being determined to go to the cot- 
tage again, and therefore would not run 
the riſk of a refuſal. We talked of her 
the whole way home; indeed we ſcarcely 
talked of any thing elſe until the arrival 
Fre; os 


— 


* 


4 ) 
of your Eten which hey producing! a 


new wonder, furniſhe n 8 775 | 
for. N | 
'2 am, my. des 1 Louiſa, your 
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| Bs My DEAREST Louta,. 


now could fo great a tr de hs 

5 your new acquaintance, remain within a 
mile of your houſe unknown to you? It - 

has deſtroyed all my faith in the doctrine 
of ſympathy. She muſt live a very recluſe 
lite, or elſe the people ſhe converſed with 
are ignorant of her merit, otherwiſe you 7 
muſt have heard of her before. 


3 8 
Py EN gi g ” +4 


lam ſo aſtoniſhed and terrified; I hardly 
know what I am writing; but I muſt en- 


deavour 
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deavour to regen myſelf, to give 3 
ſome idea of what has diſtracted my mind. : 
This morning, while I was fitting writing 
the foregoing part of this letter, I was 
; interrupted by a violent ſcream, which 
| ſeemed to proceed. from my mother's 
5 dreſling- room. I ran thither, but gueſs | 
my amazement at finding Laura fainting 
in my brother's arms; his eyes paſſion- 
ately fixed on her face; and my mother 
offering every pofſible aſſiſtance to reſtore 
her to life. After ſome time, ſhe opened i 


her lovely eyes, and ſoon recovering the 


uſe of her voice, cried to a tone that 
; pierced my heart, * go, inh. man, leave 
1 are you determined to finiſh an EX- 
iſtence you have already made wretched ? 
moſt barbarous of men- be gone.“ She 

then relapſed into another fit which laſted 

near half an hour. Again her reaſon re- 
turned; ſhe caſt her eyes on my brother 
with ſuch an expreſſion of anguiſh, as 


would have ſoftened the ſavage breaſt of 


a viper, ſtrove to put him from her, Mück 
; thuddered with a kind of horror inlook-. 


ing | 
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ing at him. My mother then interpoſed, 
and obliged him to quit the room, which 
he very reluctantly did; we had her car- 
ried to bed with all his ſymptoms of a 
fever, and ſent for phyſicians to attend 7 
her. Our next care was to ſind my bro- 
ther, that we might unfold this extraor- 
dinary affair, in which it is plain he is 
very deeply intereſted; but he left the 
houſe without ſpeaking to any perſon, 
and we did not know where to find him, 
as we believed him to be in America un- 
til this morning, when his ſudden appear- 
ance created ſuch an unexpected event: 
his leaving us ſo abruptly, was certainly : 
to avoid the explanation we ſo WY © 
wiſhed for. : | 


Laura is much better this morning, 
her fever is abated, and ſhe is much more 
compoſed, and is now in a quiet ſleep: 
I have been ſitting by her, my mind much 
occupied in endeavouring to account for 
the events of this day. I have puzzled 

NOONE: to. no manner of purpoſe ; I have 
| 1 e revolved 
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revolved 4 eireumſtanegs rm _ 
times over, and yet am juſt where I be- 
gan: it is however evident that my bro- 
ther has been inſtrumental to her preſent | 
miſery ; ſhe looks on him with abbor- 
rence, the ſight of him is painful to her. 
I afk myſelf every inſtant, how he could 
-contrive to make her hate him to fuch | 
: excels, but cannot anſwer my own queſ- 
tions. I wiſh for both our ſakes I could 
tell you more of this affair, but as I can 
only repeat what 1 know, I will aſſure 
vou that no one lever Fe better. FRO 
your 


1 LUTON. 
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OR Ker „my 5 Loni Ki FP: 


dterklbeg e beybnd ieaſi 
ther*s unexpected return, and the anguiſh 
Laura expreſſed at ſeeing him, are riddles 


that time alone can expound, F pity you = 


and Mrs. Luton exceffively; you muſt 
have ſuffered great anxiety of mind: 1 


Hhall be — W TO yo! next = 


x _ —_ 3 viſe * 


Cottage, and am more than ever delight- 1 


ed with its reſpectable owner. I found 
her reading L'Eſprit de a Ligue; ; 2 faint 
bluſh animated her face at my approach, 
but her countenance expreſſed fo many 
different ſenſations at once, I could not 
determine to what account to place the 
colour which en her pale cheek. 1 


without] baving previou {ly aſked her per- 
miſſion. 


ure; your bro- 


zy for waiting on her, 
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miſſion. She aſſured me with: an air of 
ſincerity, that ſhe felt herſelf moſt exceſ- 

tively obliged to me, for thinkin g of her; 
that it was a favour ſhe had ardently 
wiſhed for, but dare not venture to ſoli- 

cit; that the very great difference of our 
5 ſeemed to place an unſur- 
mountable bar between us; but that as 
ſhe had not enjoyed ſo much pleaſure for 
many years, as ſhe does from the little 
acquaintance ſhe had had with me, ſhe 
flattered herſelf that I would. manifeſt the 
goodneſs of my heart in devoting a leiſure 
hour to conſtituting the happineſs, and 
tmoothing the- declining path, of a poor 
old woman, who had not many days of 
her pilgrimage to complete. Louiſa, there 
is ſomething in her voice and manners ſo 
exquiſitely touching, that every lock, 
every accent, goes directly to my heart. 
She has read every thing worth atten- 
tion; has great knowledge without a ſha- 
dow of pedantry, though wonderfully 
well informed; ſhe never mentions a book 
without obvious neceſſity for it; her con- 
8 verſation 


mited reading, which' ſhe manages 10 ju- 
diciouſly that one never feels hurt at the 
great ſuperiority ſhe poſſeſſes; the is the 
moſt ſenſible woman I ever met with; 
there is a delicacy and tenderneſs in her 
expreſſions peculiar to herſelf, and which 
ſeem to reſult from the genuine feelings 
of her heart. Night coming on obliged 
me to retreat; ſhe accompanied me to the 
edge of the wood, then took an affection- 
ate leave of me, faying that as I muſt be 
conſcious: of the delight ſhe felt at ſeeing 
me, ſhe would hope that pity might in- 
duce me to repeat my viſit. We then part · 
ed; ſhe ſtood at the entrance of the wood. 
as long as I continued in ſight, as if to. 
take a laſt look, then waved a white 
handkerchief ſhe had in her hand, and 
buried herſelf in the wood. My lord did 
not come for me, as he had ſome young 
companions with him, who, if they had 
diſcovered Marley Cottage, might have 
been troubleſome to the amiable poſſeſſor. 
I therefore returned alone, and in my way 

| „„ home 
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lin nge one of the farmers who lived . 
near the wood. I aſked him if wa hadever 
feen Mrs. Marley? He anſwered, that he 
had feen ber at Church, and he believed 
unleſs it was to tend fome ſick body, the 
never went any where elſe; that | her for. 
vants gave her a very good word, for bee 
ing charitable to the poor and ordering 
for the fick, and that ſhe was accounted 
very wiſe, for ſhe was always reading. 2 
Finding he could give me no further in- 
formation, I diſmal ; 
the houſe. | I hope your young friend 


ay” 


> him and went into 


will be quite recovered before this letter 


reaches you, and that you may N 
bappy concluſion to your preſent uneaſf- 
_ is the incereft wich of your 1 
4 8 


HNO RA EMERTON, 


P. 8. lam going on a viſit of a fort- 
n night to a relation of my lord's, and ſhall ; 
- hope to find a long ING from you at 
my return. 
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my dear 'Hbnora's fenfibility, that I am 
convinced T-cannot ' oblige her more than 
"WM inforthingher, that Laura has been pro- 
nounced out of danger by her phyſicians : 
my mother and 1 attended her with un- 
remikting afſiduity, until ſhe was reſtored 
75 to health; would to heaven I could add 
| to happineſs alſo! But, alas! ſome ſecret 
melancholy preſſes upon her mind; there 
is a ſettled dejection in her countenance, . 
which ſeems to flow from the deepeſt af. 
fliction. I am perſuaded that edna 
love is the ſource of her grief, which to 
a a heart like her's gives unutterable an- 
guiſh. My mother's kindneſs appears to 
affect her exceſſively; the ſaid this morn- 
ing, that ſhe ſhould ever retain the moſt 
lively gratitude for her goodneſs towards 
: 2008 afflicted . ranger? : 
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= and added, that ſhe felt the full value f 
Ws the confidence my mother repoſed in her, 
Wy by permitting her to remain beneath her 
roof, and treating her with ſuch uncom- 
mon marks of benevolence, after the 
1 ſcene to which ſhe had been witneſs; that 
in order to remove any impreſſions WW 
might have conceived to her diſadvan- 
tage, ſhe entreated us to give her leave 
to tell the ſtory of her life, every parti- 
cular of which ſhe would repeat tous; 
this ſhe hoped would convince us we had 15 
not thrown away our bounty upon a per- 
ſon unworthy of it; ſhe longed to remove 
every prejudice "which we , had ſo much 
nua pparent reaſon to entertain againſt her; 3 
17 ſſme was too much obliged to us to leave 
Wl us any longer in doubt of who and what 
ſhe was. She would have proceeded, but 
perceiving that the ardour with which 
ſhe ſpoke exhauſted her ſtrength, my mo- 
ther would not ſuffer her to ſpeak, and 
aſſured her, that, far from adopting 
any ideas to her diſadvantage, ſhe only 
wiſhed to ſee her health re-eſtabliſhed, 
: 25 and 
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n 
and was convinced ſhe merited every at- 
tention in our power. She then begged 
ſhe would compoſe herſelf to reſt, which 


ſhe is J hope at this moment enjoying; 
though the compaſſion and curioſity ſhe 


has inſpired me with, deprive me of the 
power of following the example. My 
maid tells me ſhe aſked yeſterday for my 
brother, and when ſhe was told no one 


knew where he was, ſhe looked piteouſſy 
and ſaid,” oh, that he had never ſeen my 
wretched face! then wept and wrung her 
hands in\ſpeechleſs agony, after which ſhe 
ſunk into a kind of ſtupor, as if the mind, 

unable to endure any longer ſo dreadful | 
a conflict, had been for ſome moments 


ſuſpended, in order to give it time to re- 


cover ſtrength to e afreſh. 


What range abies we are! adieu, 


; my. beſt Honora, and believe me J 


ſincerely attached 


Lovisa LUTON. 
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Mx DEAREST Hoxona, 


| 5 N 0 W have it in deer ah 
ee curioſity about my dear Laura. 
Poor girl, how my heart bleeds for her! 
but you muſt take her ſtory in her on 
words. Figure to yourſelf the moſt beau- 
tiful woman which imagination canpaint, 
_— With a voice filled with the moſt touching 
and . pathetic tones, ſitting between _ = 
mother and me on a We | _ 
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5 will be hos furpriſed, ; Water, | to] Jen he a 5 
in me the grand-daughter of the Duke 
de V „and as his conduct has been 
the original ſource of my werde, 
I will begin with him my eventful ſtory. 
He was a man of high birth, exalted rank, a 
ſmall fortune, and fuperlative pride, vain, 
oſtentatious, arrogant and capricious.— 
He was en n of leading a 


"Pane 


COMES EY 


Pi kighty. nd ine as" Duke e 
Es was s ſoon after e 


cxprefnting him 4 | | 
not only totallyaunfit for Seth nigh of bald 
neſs, but a ny” dangerous perlen to em- 

- grandfather deprived. af _ 
poſſibility of riſing in France, woule — 
offer his ſervices to any other late, but i= 
retired to a caſtle he had in ————_ + © 
Where he devoted his time chiefly-to vine > Ol 
| and cheſs, both of which. he was yaa Lo 
WH ately fond of: his only | 0 
pendants or paraſites, wha: A no 
vill but his, hurt his temper naturally 
,* BY fierce, and ſerved ſtill more to contract 
8 his mind, already ſoured by various dif- 1 
„ appointments. As he had never loved his 1 | 
15 wiſe, he loſt her vitheut even the 8 1 


1 earance. of n 125 ha cold Bl cot 


naeſs in ſome degree ſoftened to them the 


15 Hy 


h heart. 


u Id not feel the va- __ 
Ty. woman; as L have 
: how Fung was; . left oy ſons, all mi- 

nors, her whole; attention had been di- 7 
rected to their education, and me aders . 


rigours they endured from kei 80 ler. 
Phe only one of his ſons that ever expe- . 
rienced the leaſt care from ee his 
eldeſt, and that not ſo much from affec- 
tion as ambition; he wiſhed to act: 
the antient ſplendor of his houſe; and he 
could only eſſect that by facraficing all his 
younger ſons. He: therefbre determined 
to enroll the two eldeſt in the p and 
place the two youngeſt in the church- 
his eldeſt ſon reſembled him iſo ae in 
his diſpoſition, that he entered with avi- 
dity into thoſe projects formed ae 
his younger brothers, and ſaw them all 
depart without a tear. My fäther was 
the youngeſt, he was ſent to the convent 
of D——, where he was told he was to 
980 en for life here be On his 
i e e 
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ble repugnance to that date 965 life, his „„ 
ther's unnatural anibition had deſtined 1 7 5 30 
him to. Every hour contributed to en- : "0 
creaſe his diſpuſt/to/ a profeſſion be was rn 
compelled to embrace he lamented-bit- 
terly the want of that livertys: -hefornd © .. © 
ſo beautifully deſcribed-in books, and be i, 
lieved ſo eſſential to the happineſs of a 
human creature. Some years! elapſed in 
this manner, when one morning the Duke 
ſent for m father, and after ſome fla. 
tering ſpeeches which he condeſcended to 
make him, on the progreſs which he had 
heard my father had made in his ſtudies, 5 
and the improvements in his perſon, in- 
formed him that he muſt prepare imme - 
diately to take the irrevocable vows My 
father charmed with the ſoothing begin- 
ning of the Duke's ſpeech, heard the con- 
cluſion with horrox—and for the firſt 
time in his life, dared, tho' in the mildeſt 
terms, to remonſtrate and declare his ab 
. BK borrence: of A wen and entreated bo: 
JJ TED... 
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ing my | Larter Me us W of his bre- 
thers), would be all ſubmiſſion, Was ex- 
aſperated to find -oppolition, where he 
leaſt expected it—his:rage | deprived him 
for ſome moments of the power of peak - 
ing —he at length found words ſulcient 
to tell my father, that he would be obeyed 
And aſſured him his reſolurion 0 
fixed, that no conſideration on earth, 
| ſhould ever prevail on oy to change it. 
As to his happineſs or e at was a 
_ circumſtance «of ſmall weight, When ba- 
lanced With »the -dignity of his houſe, 
which could only be ſupported by his 
eldeſt brother poſſeſſing all the fortune of 
the family, —that he had already exhauſt- 
ed all their mother's intereſt, for the two 
ſors placed i in the army, and could not i 
he would ſerve my father in that line, 
without that money which he determined 
| ſhould all belong to his eldeſt ſon — that 


2 3 
A M 


as his fate was unal- 
rably; fixed, jan to-morrow: morning 
e b uld ſet out för- never more 
ta leave it. NMotwithägadisg the agony of 
my father's mind, he was forced to ſub- 
mit to the arbitrary commands of the 
Duke, out of whoſe breaſt ambition had 
_ eradicated every fibre of that paternal af- 
fection found amongſt brutes and ſavages. 
He departed the following day for the 
convent of -—, where he u as received 
with joy, and treated with the moſt ſoot h- 
ing attention by the ſuperior, who ally; | 
„ perceived 1 was not a ſelf-· devoted vic. 
a- tim, and being a relation of his mother s, 2 
e, wiſhed by every means in his power to 
is reconcile him to a profeſſion, Which was 
of: unavoidable—But the ſuperior's conduct 
ſt⸗ produced an effect quite oppoſite to his 
vo intentions. My father looked: upon all 
If the kindneſs he met with from kim, as 
ie, art inculcated by his. father's barſti com- 
ed mands, which rather increaſed than leſ- 
"at ſened his diſguſt The gloomy ſtillneſs o 
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_ proofs of the ſtate of his mind Ih > fir- 
perior alarmed to find him not only averſ 


until 5 declining Kent: gave evider | 


to a p pious life, but very near falling 42 


facrifice to his averſion of it wrote to 


the Duke, and informed Him of the dan- | 


ger his-ſon was in, and entreated him to: 


change his deſign of making him a monk, 


as purſuing it would moſt probably be the 
he unnatural 
parent-more enraged at the oppoſition to 

his will, than anxious for {the preſerva- 
tion of the life of his amiable child. : 
| breathed nothing but menaces againſt his 


young man's death, but the 


unfortunate ee as gs TOO a e - 


A 4 Sa DE 0 Fs 
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The Wee e * monk ary a _ 
vere order, was neither a bigot nor de- 
void of hu mani. y—he was exceſſively 


ſhocked at the Duke's conduct, 'reprobat- 
ed his tyranny—pitied my father and al· 
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with him. Perhaps he 
remaining hourg—One day as my father 
|: eee 


man who had been the partaker of all his 


tho W young men in the fa 1 

believed the: i | 

riod of exiſtence not far ciltznt;; une 
wiſhed to foften the bitterneſs 0 his few 8 


1 te 0 
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vell ae pweiss . 
liſtened attentively, and to his inexpreſſi- EY 
ble joy, diſcovered that it was voung 


Pleaſures: in, his.-boyiſh: days and now be- 
ing grown up, was employed! in the gar- 
den to cultivate herbs— he haſtened to 
him, acquain tec him with his ſituation, 
lamented in the moſt pathetic terms, the 
e of his deſtiny, painted with all 
the energy that a mind deeply woundec 55 
can expreſs, his abhorrence of a religious 
life —and earneſtly entreated him to aſſiſt 
him in obtaining his liberty, His know- _ 
1 of letters and total ignorance of the 
world, led him to believe he would eaſilỹx 
Td W of " RS his ta. a 
1 | N — 
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Tents for kis f fupport, and feared qoring g 
but a diſappointment of his ſcheme.—_— 


The youth readily entered into his views, 

v and promiſed to ſerve him to the utmoſt. : 
of his power—it was too late, and my 

father too weak, to undertake any thing. 


that day, and they agreed to meet there 


the next day, and in the mean time form 


ſome plan for my father's eſcape—they 


then departed to avoid any ſuſpicions 

whick might ariſe from their being ſeerv © 
together. The idea of- being releaſed from 
ſo dreary a confinement, gave my father 
a degree of animation, he had been long 5 
a a; ſtranger to—he was congratulated on 
the improvement of his looks, which Hows: 


ed to promiſe the recovery of his health, 


and ſpent the day in enthuſiaſtic hopes and 


expectations. Next morning he repaired 
to the garden, where he found his faith 
ful affociate true to his appointment 


- 


who informed him with tranſports of 
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joy, that he had brought with him a ſuit 


of his mother's cloaths,, which he could 


calily put on over his own habit, and that 


at 
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7 at the hour of: dinner, he ſould Fry in 
them, and go out of the garden, as iT 


ſhe had brought dinner. to her ſon, and: 


Was returning home, and he could the: * 1 
more ſafely do this, as ſhe frequently / 
eame in at one gate and went out at ano- 


cher he farther, told him there was a ca- 
2 in a rock, on the ſliore near his mo- 
cher's, which lie marked to hiin partiru- 
larly, where he might lie concealed until“ 
he ſhould. come and find him, which 


ſhould be as foon as it grew too dark to». 


apprehend being ſeen. Hazardous how- 


ever as this project might appear, my fa- 


ther embraced it eagerly; his ideas of 
happineſs or miſery were ſolely conſined 
to a. convent, and whoſe views extended: | 
no-farther: than, bidding an eternal adieu 


to the unnatural tyranny of his auſtere 


father; and the fatiguing rigours of a: 0 
monaſtic life, nor did he conceive any 
misfortune could be ſurpaſſed by thoſe- 
within the limits of walls odious 46 7 
him. as thoſe which confined. him. 8 
the time appointed cleathed in his So 7 
ee 3 e be, ä 
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guiſe, he preſented himſelf at t 


the old woman, and was pebiabitea to g 5 - 
out without being queſtioned, he made: 7” 
haſty march to the ſhore, and fortunately 


as he thought diſcovered the cavern in 
which he concealed himſelf, exulting in 


His eſcape, and longing ardently for 


night, that he might have his deliverer 
to thank, and to expreſs to him the de- 
ght he felt at being free. Late in the 
evening he was dreadfully alarmed'at the 
ſound of ſeveral voices near him; as they 
: approached his agony increaſe 
his retreat had been Giſcovited by the 
Duke, and ſuppoſed he ſhonld: be drag- 
ged like a criminal before his enraged * 
ther. Whilſt he was making theſe con- 
| jectures, three men armed entered the 


cavern, and ſeeing him in the old woman's 


cloaths, demanded who he was, and what 
- tempted him to profane their fanQuary. 
| My father without anſwering their queſ-- 


tions, aſked if they had been ſent to ſeek 
for him by the Duke de = 


they A Ae know no fuch perſon, | 
| " and 


„ 


„he feared 


* 


* 


8 orders? 8 


3 Feucht ag dnn were grie ved 
any one there, one of them added we 
fince the old lady had taken up her 
abode there, ſhe muſt take a jaunt with 

them, as the only certain W pre- 
1 her from blabbing. M 
perceiving they were ee to carry 
bim with them, threw himfelf on their ; 


ty father 


mercy, confeſſed his ſituation to them, * 4 


and added if 'they deemed him worthy:to _ 
be enrolled in their: nene he "ſhould . | | 

think himſelf but too happys. He v as 
immediately admitted; and err} ' 


in aſſiſting the men l found him, 


and about fifty others, in putting ſome 15 
merchandize on board a large boat, they 


all afterward embarked and rowed with 8 3 
_; contiderable ſwiftneſs to a ſhip, which 1a „ 


; to at ſome diſtance from the ſhore, into 
which the merchandize, Gailors, my . 1 
ther, and after all, the boat were ſtowed. 


then ſpreading their ſails, they ſpon loſt | 


fight. of land. juſt as the ſun roſe, my 
| father then began to breath, believing | 
Br a himſelf 


"LW 3” 


1 Riot fafe from am or th poſſibi- 
lity of being overtaken by any of his re- 


lations. He then began to make f ſome ; 
obſervations on the people around him, 


1 but judge what his ſenſations muſt have 


15 been, on diſcovering them to be ſmug · 
glers; a thouſand dreadful, conſequences 
preſented themſelves to his imagination 


5 5 concerning his honor, and the diſgraceful 


exit he might make hereafter, but there 
was now no remedy—any thing was bet- * 
ter in his acceptation than the convent— 


even the rope appeared leſs horrid when 
contraſted with that gloomy retreat. 


Hope natural to a youthful mind, ſoon | 
- baniſhed theſe painful ſenſations, he flat- 
tered himfelf ſome opportunity would of- 


fer of diſengaging himſelf when they 


landed, and finding they were bound for | 


America, reſigned himſelf to his fate with 


great tranquillity. After ſeveral weeks 
voyage without any accident, they land- 


ed, and as my father had ſerved them 


- as clerk, they with a liberality becoming 75 


better people, mm him my guineas, and 
every 


+ 
— — 4 * 4 
*% - - 


want nor were they offended. at his leav- 


ing t them, as they propoſed returning to 9 


France, where they were ſure my father 
could not go without: evident danger to - 
_ himſelf, and might even be a means of 
encreaſing theirs. They had many connec- + 
tions in the town of ———, and thro? 
ſome of them, got my father introduced 5 
and recommended to Mr. Levingſton, a 
capital merchant, who had come from 
Boſton there, on ſome buſineſs, who ac- 
cepted him. The ſmugglers after hav. 
ing ſeen him eſtabliſhed, took leave of 
him with as much concern as they were 
capable of. Mr. Levingſton was ſettling 
ſome affairs at in which he employed 
my father, who acquitted himſelf in the 
ableſt manner, and every day een ; 
Or in his e 8 nn LT 
My Either was ce 2 very Ss able 
man, and in the courſe of his ſtudies, had 
read upon a variety of ſubjects. He had 
an excellent br not a minute me- 


N 


| chearfol e e termi bis 7 in⸗ 5 
tereſting; and his whole deportment thar 
of a young perſon of faſhion. | His ap- 
pearance was ſo much ſuperior to his ſitu- 
ation, that Mr. Levingſton, who was an 
indolent man, and was conſequently very 
much charmed with any one who had the : 
power of amuſing him, treated my fa- 
| ther with the familiar confidence of a 
* friend, and often obliged others to per- 
form the taſk he would not. permit him 
to execute, prefering the pleaſure of his 
converſation to the convenience of his 7 
ſervice. As ſoon as he had-finiſhed thjae 
- affairs which had called him from home; 
| he returned to Boſton; and introduced 
my father to his only daughter, as a friend 
he highly eſteemed, for the amiable qua--. 
lities he poſſeſſed. Laura Bevingſton was 
then ſeventeen years old, her form was 
an elegant dwelling worthy of the ſoul 


iche was enſhrined in it, the ineffable 0 
eee 
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father's unpractiſed 


wes: CE. 
with ſenſibility, and ___ of "INE moſt 
eee fenfations! 1 9250 BED * 22 2 
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Her mother” 13 8 8 an n Engliſh wo- 
man, of good family, great genius and 
extenſive knowledge. Her converſation 
was not merely books, but the eſſence of 
them conveyed in mild inſtructive lan- 
guage. She undertook the education. of 
her daughter, and would have compleat- 
ed it, if it had pleaſed heaven to ſpare her 
life, but ſhe died when Laura Was only 
fourteen years « old. This misfortune made 
ſo deep an impreſſion on. Mr. Leving- 
ſton's mind, that his friends could never 
induce him to liſten to any ſuggeſtions- 
which led to a ſecond engagement. All 
his daes, wiſhes and affections, centered | 


0 4 X a 


approt ched her—What an 0b ect for my | 
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en to raiſe hy { 
" Uignity. poſlible was his en 3 
here were no titles in America, for To 
which he ha |. uncommon pre ileQion, h 3 
therefore propoſed taking her to E Agland, 
where he ceuld eaſily get her introduced 
by her mother's relations, into the firſt. 
eircles of company. Her fortune which 
was immenſe, he knew would attract 
many admirers, her beauty and merit, he 
flattered himſelf many more, and with 
all theſe advantages, he did not doubt: 
being able to marry her to gratify his am— 
dition, and her own heart. Theſe were 
his ſentiments when he brought my fa- 
ther to Boſton, and preſented him to his 
daughter. My father was ſtruck with- - 
Miſs Levingſton's beauty, and loved her 
from the firſt inſtant he beheld His. 
heart for ſome time impoſed upon his-. 
reaſon, it was friendſhip to Mr. Leving- 
Ton, it was gratitude for his goodheſs,. 
that led him to ſeek every opportunity of 
pleaſing a perſon the old gentleman doatec 
erbomever wenge to give credit, the- 
9 fatal 


f 


wy 


aul n laſt appeared too ainly— 
How did he condemn himſelf, and for 

the firſt time, regret. even the rear H- 
mits of his Convent! All t mer ri⸗- 
gour of his fate had been che work as: 5 
others, —here alone he was culpable,— 
plunged into an abyſs, from which he 
had not power fo extricate himſelf, he - 
flew to Miſs Levingſton's fociety to baniſh 
thoſe torturing refleftions. Some time 
paſſed without her obſerving his attach« 
ment, ſo very delicate were the attenfions 
he paid her, but his anxiety about the 
ſmalleſt trifte- ſhe ſeemed to approve, his 
being always of her opinion on every ſuh. 
ject, and a thouſand little afliduities which 
lovers even without being conſcious of 
them practice, perſuaded her of the power 


_ ſhe had over him. His reſpeaful con- | 


duct gained her eſteem, while a variety 
of little ſervices that indirectly informed 
ber of his paſſion, flattered her ſelf-love, 
Every effort ſhe perceived in him ta con- 
ceal the anguiſh which preyed upon his 
ane made a a nn. on her's; 
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and her heart, a traitor” to its "miſtreſs. 
 furrendered  itfelf a prifoner, fr nee 9 


baniſ thoſe painful reveries. My fathe 


— 


n — 


making the leaſt reſiſtance Mr. Le- 
e often obferved my father buriec 
in thought, and apparently very wretch- _ 
ed: . delicacy prevented him from enquir- 5 
ing into the cauſe of his dejection, yet he 
often endeavoured to amuſe him, and 


upon the point of throwing himfelf at the 
feet of this worthy man, and unfolding - 
the ſtate of his mind to him, and paint 


the remorſe with which his breach of the: - 
confidence repoſed in him hourly reproach- 


ed him. But love, ſedueing pleader, repre- © 


| ſented the loſs of Miſs Eevingſton, as the 
certain conſequence of ſuch a ſtep, and ſhe_ 


was the whole univerſe for him. One 


| | cannot avoid cenſuring” my. father” 8 con- — 


duct upon this occaſion, as ungenerous 


and ungrateful, yet it may be urged Ut, 


his” avian mak love. of all the pa ON 


touched by his goodneſs, was frequently 


af rents it — of making any 
vigorous efforts in oppoſition to its 
e Flight in ſuch a cafe is the only 
ſecurity, and my father had no place to 
fly to - no parental roof, no friendly 
deln to receive him. Whatever re- 
eg 1 


cam ER Ke ni my ka 
then ſilenced his ſeruples by: the ier 
5 betraying her, which his paſſion repre 
ſented to him as a baſeneſs unwe 


man. How could he expoſe her to the 165 


juſt reſentment of an enraged father 

Love, honour, every worthy ſentiment 
Lane fark Aa diſcovery. He had no 
' appre rom rivals, as he was cer- 
uy heart, and ſhe had 
- thoſe the did not 


. 


the liberty of rej ect ng 
N e as her m Wande en 


tion nue 3 of: the! | Eee nb had 
often been obliged to execute my father's 
1 Proportion 


* 


* 


rep vr: make ne -w I 


Z * \ 
—_—— — —.˖ We LT” ® _—_— Pr” 
— — 3 n * 5 4 — 
. 3 2 — > — 
a . . 
7 
1 8 
72 ** , 5 


2 
— To Phone, 
_ — Opneo be A =_ = 
T4 — — 2 


rr 
ow — 4 * — 2 
* - — 
; 5 
N . 
— 


— 
— 5 — _— 
— — = 


g 
ks 
a7 
l o 
FS; 
1 
Ll 
o 
* 
. 
E 


! 
{ 
* 
— 
N 
: 7 
. 
: 
: 
' 


proportion of: SA ie bude 6 (oh le Mr; e- 
vingſton detained him as his N 
hated him through, envy; and n 
every opportunity: poſſible to- injure him. 
However cautious the lovers believed they 
| had been, this man had obſerved their 
growing affection. He watched them at- 
| tentively, and having; one evening, over- 
heard their converſation, was ſufficiently - 
informed to ruin my" father comple I. 
He went dlrectly to Mr. Levingſc Ns. and 
under the ſpecious appearance of zeal, re- 
peated all that he had heard, adding bi | 
own. obſervations. and his ſorrow;-. at 
Mr. Valere (that name-my*father;had. a. 
ſumed) ſhould be guilty of ſuch baſe in- 5 
gratitude, towards the kindeſt . and beſt 
of Maſters, nor did he omit one circum- 
ſtance; which could tend to blacken my 
father, or deepen the ſhades of his char- 
acter. Mx. Levingſton's uſual mildneſs 
forſook him, he raved like a lunatic. He- 
ſent for his daughter, and in a torrent of 
invectives againſt her and Valere, con- 
vinced her Rag had been informed of the _ 
| whole | 


- of their conduct in a Pein of view the 


had never ſeen it it in. She ſtood motion- . 


leſs between terror and aſtoniſhment 


-Shocked:at herfelf, and dreading the con- 4 
fequences for Valere, yet unable to offer : 


one ſyllable even to entreat p 


laſt he ordered her to leave Him, we at- 
tempted to "ſpeak but «could not, and it 
F he her 5 


as with fome diffici Try 


ee than Mr. Levingſton began o 


upbraĩd him in the bittereſt rerms. My | 


father ſelf-condemned did net undertake 
the ſmalleſt juſtifcation, *his contrition 
-only appeared in tears, ſighs, and pathe- 
tic ſilenee. The firſt tranfports of Mr. 
Levingſton's anger, being ſuceeedetd by 
grief, he aſked in a tone which would 


have pierced a harder heart than my fa- 2 


:+ther's, what he would ſay in his on vin- 
dication— Alas, fir, anſwered my father, 


'T have not one palliation to offer=—Dioim. 
a from w birth to * my ues has 


— * ” 


mercy. He then recited every partic 


non; of. a 0 


| been a outing | as 8, 
and I have now filled up the meaſure of 
5 them, by the baſeſt ingratitude to, you, 

thou beſt and kindeſt of men. Had my 


. father been like you, T never ſhould have. by 
| ood in the predicament Ido at this mo- 


3 


ment his delight was puniſhment not 3 


of his father's treatment of him and every: 85 
eircumſtance of his ſituation, adding the 

real name of his family, and their place 
of reſidence, and concluded with requeſt- _ 
ing Mr. Levingſton would take the trou- Wy 
ble of enquiring into the truth of what : 

he Dag, Aferted. F 


7 * 
ö " 5 
324 4 95 4 3 


His ws Sag his 4905 Sachs anxious 
attention: his being ſon to one of the 
oldeſt families in France, was a powerful 
advocate in my father's favour, and re- 
duced his preſumption in looking up to 
Miſs Levingſton, and during the recital 
of his ſtory, he appeared ſo touch 
grief, for the breach of hoſpitality he had 0 
been Salter % chat! it n Mr. Leving- 


4 


2d with 


ene 01 his duct jon ; 
to his aſſertions relative to hi T7 
-Levingſton, therefore, only 2 4 


_ he ſhould fend him next day to'tranfadt — — _ 2 
Tome” buſineſs for him! at a place about 7 5 = 


fifty miles diſtant. | Next morning ay  - 3 f 
father was obliged to depart without ſee- 
ing Miſs Levingſton T hoſe only who 


love, 'know how to pity his ſituation— 
Mr. Levingſton had many correſpondents. 
in France, and ſome near the Duke de 
BB $S——. He wrote to them requeſting 
they would make all the enquiries necel- 
lary for his ſatisfaction, their anſwers ex: 
ceeded even his hopes. He was not only - 
aſſured that every word my father had 
ſaid was true, but that he was preſump- 
tive heir to the Dukedom, as two of his 
brothers had faller, in battle, the eldeſt i in 
2 duel, and the fourth was of fo feeble a 
conſtitution, that there were little hopes 
of his life; that the Duke had mate the = 
Y moſt deligent ſearch after the youngeſt | EB 
5 . who Was his only ee Aer COB 


that | | 1 


7 EY 5 


chat he was ſtruck with horror at · che e 
of his children, whom he had compe ed 
into profeſſions contrary to their ack a- 
tions, Which had ended ſo fatally, for. 

| which he condemned himſelf, and as he 
found he was near his end, he wiſhed for 
his youngeſt ſon to cloſe his eyes, and 
Pay the attention due to the declining \. 
health of his other ſon, who had never 
"been well from the time his cruelty, had 
compelled him to become a monk. Mr. 
Levingſton's correſpondents diſcovered 
the young man who had aſſiſted my fa- 
ther in his eſcape, and by him they ſent 
all the above information, and ſo perfectly 
well authenticated, as not to admit of a 
doubt. As ſoon as he had examined all the 
proofs, and been thoroughly convineed 
f their reality, he ſent for his daughter, 
hom he had not ſeen ſince the diſcovery 
-of her love. He aſked her mildly the 
true: ſtate of her heart, and if ſhe really 
thought Valere could make her happy for 
life. She anſwered her happineſs muſt 
depend on her father's approbation, for 
| TOR. 


45 
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chang! \ alere ww derer tb ber than life, 
the could ſooner reſign him, than plunge 
a dagger in her father's heart. Mr. Le- 
vingſton aſſured her, ſhe had his permiſ- 
ſion to marry Valere, if ſhe thought him 
worthy of her; that the knew he had 
always eſteemed him and now withed him 

for his ſon. At firſt he doubted the reality 
of her father's words, but at laſt gave her- 
ſelf up to the moſt charming hopes. She 
had neither heard of or from Valere, 
ſince that nicht they looked upon as fatal 
to their hopes, but which had ſo very 
different effects from what they dreaded. 
Things were in this ſtate when Valere re. 
turned. He ſent 1 in his name to Mr. Le- 
vingſton, who immediately went out to 
meet him with his uſual cordiality. While 
they were ſpeaking, my father perceived 
the youth, who had aſſiſted his eſcape from 
France, he flew inftantly into his arms, 
aſked him ſo many queſtions, he had not 
time to anſwer one. At laſt recollecting 
Mr. Levingſton, he bluſhed and begged 
F for being ſo inattentive. Mr. 


D 1 Len, 


4 5 9 


Levingſton was overjoyed to find thislaſt 
circumſtance ſo ſtrongly confirming all 
the reſt. He took Valere by the hand, 
and brought him into the room where 
Miss Levingſton was, who did not at- 
tempt to conceal the joy ſhe felt at ſeeing 
him. My father was all amazement, he 
expected to be forbid the houſe, and 
treated with that contempt his conduct 


merited. He found every thing exactly 


<F 


oppoſite from what he had imagined. Af 


ter a long pauſe Mr. Levingſton told him, 
that he had enquired into what he had 
advanced with regard to his family, that 
he had found it to be exactly true; that 
as he had been ſo fortunate as to gain his 
daughter” s heart, he would add to it the 


gift of her hand, and that he was at li- 


berty to addreſs her with her father's ap- 


probation. Words could but weakly: 


convey. an idea of my father's tranſports. 


Miſs Levingſton ſmiled through a roſy 
Bluſh, and all was gratitude, harmony, 


and rapture, and in a few weeks they 
were united. It may perhaps appear ſur- 
prifing, 


uy 


* 320 


prifing, that a rich merchant ſhould be- 


ſtow an only daughter, with an immenſe 


fortune, on an indigent young man of 


rank, but then it ſhould be conſidered, 


ho- many motives concurred to forward 
this ſtep. Mr. Levingſton was by nature 
much more inclined to ambition, than 


avarice, my father's merit and the excel - 


lence of his underſtanding, made him a 
moſt deſirable companion, his earneſtneſs 
to pleaſe, his ſtudious attention to thoſe. 


affairs which-were committed to his care, 
and the affection he felt and frequently 
expreſſed for Mr. Levingſton, made the 
deepeſt impreſſion on the mind of that 


gentleman, and his leaving himſelf en- 
tirely at his mercy, with regard to his 


love, was another motive to ſtimulate 
Mr. 1 Levingſton' s generoſity, of which 


few men poſſeſſed more. Some weeks 


after their marriage, my father ſent Le 
Jeune (the young perſon who aſſiſted him 
to eſcape) to France, to enquire into the 


ſtate of his family, who ſoon after re- 


| turned with an account of the death of 
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his brother, and the rapid decline of the 
old Duke who longed to ſee my father, 
and beg his pardon before he died. My 
father went immediately to him, but the 
| Duke ſurvived his arrival but a few 
= hours, leaving my father little more: than 
| his caſtle, all the reſt of his fortune hav- 
4H ing been diſſipated by the wild extrava- 
= giance of his ſon. My father returned to 
= America, where he took his title and 
w_— family name, which was Verneuil, and 
= - with my mother and grandmother, 
jt paſſed many years. They had four, chil- 
dren, two ſons and one daughter, elder 
than me; my ſiſter was called Maria, I 
Was pe] Laura, after my mother, x who 
devoted the greateſt part of her time, to 
the education of her children. Maria was 
ww the moſt perfect beauty I ever beheld, 
= and as amiable as ſhe was lovely. My 
= brothers were handſome, ſenſible, and 
pleaſing; the tendereſt friendſhip united 
us all, and our infancy paſſed rapidly 
away-in a ſeries of uninterrupted felicity. 


The firſt grief Lever experienced was the 
death 


40 53 * 
death: 0 my bitoved? raatifockidet who 


doated on me with partial fondneſs. ! 


thought at- that time no future calamity 
could afftift me more, but I have ſince 
found I was egregiouſly miſtaken, and | 
that his death was only a prelude to ſhar- 
per and {till greater misfortunes. © About 
this time a war with England was deter- 
| mined on, Boſton was no longer à place 
of ſafety, my father found means to tranſ⸗ 
mit a great part of his property to France, 
and ſome more to Holland, and would 
have gone to ſettle at his family caſtle in 
France, if my mother could have been 
perſuaded to leave America, but her ter- 
ror of the ſea was ſo great, that neither 
the dangers that ſurrounded her, nor 
the entreaties of her family, were able to 
induce her to venture on that element. 
This reduced him to the neceſſity of going 
do reſide at a houſe he had about twenty 
miles diſtant from Boſton, where we ſpent 
two years in tranquillity, during which 
time, my father had been frequently ſoli- 
cited to declare Bis. political ſentiments, 


» and 


cn 


56 join one or other of the contesding 
parties, but he perſiſted in the moſt exact 


neutrality, ſaying he was a Frenchman, 


and did not belong to either of the con- 
tending parties. and as he was only a 
ſhallow politician, flattered himſelf that 
matters might yet be accommodated be- 


tween England and her Daughter, and 


as that appeared to him to be the real in-- 
tereſt of both, he did not reflect that the 


fire of rebellion. once lighted, is only to 
be extinguiſhed in blood. My eldeſt bro- 


ther tired of remaining an idle ſpectator, 
while war raging on every ſide, ſeemed 
to claim his ſword, being urged by ſome 
young friends of his to eſpouſe the cauſe 
of England, joined the king's army. This 
ſep was conſidered by the adherents to 


Congreſs, as a declaration of che ſenti- 


ments of the whole family, and we were 
accordingly ranked among the royaliſts. 
There are in every large ſociety of men, 
ſome few hot- headed zealots, who in de- 


fiance of every law human or divine, 


think the more miſchief they can do their 


% 


enemies, b though by the moſt unjuſtifiable 
means, the more they recommend them 
ſelves to their own party. Some of theſe | 
furious ones vowed vengeance againſt us, 
and ſwore to make the father an example 
in revenge for the perſidy of the on — 

when once a malicious deſign is formed, 

the execution is generally very eaſy. My 

father's houſe was ſpacious, and covered 

a large piece of ground, to make our ruin 
compleat, one night it was ſet' on fire in 
five places at the ſame time, we were all 

_ aſleep inſenſible of our danger, an and 
ſhould certainly have periſhed in the 
flames, if a foraging party belonging to 
the royaliſts had not come to our relief. 
I was waked with the diſmal cry of fire, 

| fire, on every ſide. I ftarted from my 

bed, huddled on ſome cloaths, and open- 
ed my door, but the flame and ſmoke 
ruſhed in with ſuch fury, that I'fainted 
with terror. I knew no more of what | 
paſſed in the houſe, but when I reco- 
vered, I found myſelf in the open air, 
wrapped 3 in a great coat, and leaning on 
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the breaſt of an offices, 0 5 was s ufing 


every means he could deviſe to bring me 


to life, he held a bottle of ſalts to my noſe _ 
with one hand, while he ſupported me 


with the other. Never can I forget the 
look of tender anxiety painted in his ex- 
preſſive countenance, it fully convinced 
me he was intereſted in my ſafety. 1 


endeayoured to withdraw myſelf from his. 
arms, but he would not permit me, fa 


ing: the fright was too much for my weax 
ſpirits, and for this once I muſt allow | 
him to diſpute my will. I bluſhed and 
remained with him until the fire was ex- 
tinguiſhed, which by the very great acti- 
vity of the ſoldiers, was happily. effected 


without. doing much damage, having only. 


deſtroyed the roof of the wing, in which 
we were lodged. We therefore returned 
to the houſe, our ſpirits very much agi- 


tated by the fright, and all laughed as if 
it had been a comical adventure we had 


been engaged in: when I was ſomewhat 


more compoſed, I examined my deliverer 
with more attention. Fatal curioſity! 1 
f found 
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found him handſome; elegant and poliſſn. 
ed, ſoft inſinuating manners, an addreſs 
in which grace and dignity were moſt 
happily blended. His beauty, though ſu- 
perior td: any man's I have ever ſeen, was 
| his leaſt advantage, my mind was filled 
with a ſentiment quite new to me, I felt 
a ſweet ſenſation which I believe com- 
monly accompanies the dawn of love, but 
it rendered me:ſo:timid, though I died to. 
know his name, (who had reſcued: me 
langer, only to involve me in 
another), I did not dare to aſk it; and 
when I had heard one of the officers with 
him, call him ——, T-rejoiced at merely: 
knowing his name, as if it had bees a 
real advantage to me to- have known it. 
As ſoon as breakfaſt was removed the 
gentlemen departed; with the livelieſt 
gratitude on our fide; and the warmeſt 


congratulations on theirs. They left us a 


guard of ſoldiers, with an officer to pro- 
tect us from future inſults. I was grieved 
to find Mr. Mortimer was not the perſon. 
As ſoon. as L had loſt ſight of him, I went | 
. to 
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to ſhut myſelf up alone, that I might be 


at liberty to indulge myſelf in a charming 
reverie. Wholly occupied by the new 


idea which filled my mind, I recollected 
every ſyllable I heard him pronounce, 
dwelt with rapture on the ſoothing ten- 
der expreſſions of concern he employed, 
while he believed me inſenſible, and felt 
with thrilling tranſport, that his eyes 

were much more expreſſive than his 
tongue. I became a new being, and ſeem- 


ed to tread in air, every object around 


me borrowed embelliſhment from the 


animation of my feelings. The hurry, 8 


confuſion, and apprehenſion occaſioned 
by the ſire, prevented the change in my 
manner from being remarked by any one, 
1 longed impatiently to ſee him again, and 
was convinced he would avail himſelf of 


the preſſing invitation my father had 
nity of ſeeing me, with eagerneſs equal, 


if not ſuperior, to my own. Every hour 


appeared an age to me, and as I had no 


fred notion of the time of his return, I 
grew 


grew Gbed pe able.— 
My mother at laſt mente a L in 
my manner, Which alarmed her tender- 


neſs for my health, this obſervation. ter- 


riſied me, and made me endeavour to be 
more chearful, but the anxiety of my 


mind, baſſled all my efforts. Mortimer's - 


figure was ever before my eyes, and as 
ſome palliation of my weakneſs, I will en- 
deavour to deſcribe. that figure,.. which 
made an impreſſion upon my mind, that 
death alone can eraſe. He was tall, ra- 
ther ſlender, and finely proportioned,— 

his face oval, a, profuſion of beautiful 
dark brown hair, ſhaded a ſmooth: and 


well formed forehead, which was marked 
with ſtraight eye-brows, the colour of 


| bis hair, very large dark eyes, which 
were ſo expreſſive, that they told the ſub- 
ject he was going to ſpeak upon, before 
his tongue would utter it—a Grecian 


noſe, teeth whiter than ivory, a pretty 
mouth, frequently adorned with the moſt 


ſeducing ſmiles, and a mingled expreſſion 
of ſenſe, ſoftneſs, and manly dignity, 


rendered 


- 
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nhbes him (at leaſt to "oy y heart), irre- : 
err oo LOI? | 5 
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gte "my bs painful 1 aſpenſe en 5 
I felt humbled and mortiſied at this delay: 
It is too plain he does not love me, ſaid I; 
how weak, how abſurd, ever to have 
haoped, he would remember nie more! 
I fancied every perſon that looked at me 
could read my thoughts, and trembled at HE: 
the idea of their being diſcovered. In- 
groked by thefe painful eee 1 
was fitting in the drawing. room, touch- 
ing the keys of the harpfichord in à pen- 
five manner, when the door opened; 
judge of my ſurprize and joy, on hearing 
Mr. Mortimer announced, my agitation 
was ſo great, he muſt have perceived it, 
but with a delicacy, peculiar to himſelf, 
fuppoſing my embarraſſment aroſe from 
the half dreſſed ſituation he found me on 
| the night of the fire, avoided that ſub- 
ject. Though from every circumſtance, 


it was the one, which moſt obviouſly pre- 


ſented itſelf for diſcuſſion ; he made re- 
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citals of the manner in Which the milita- 
ry affairs were conducted by the Royaliſts, 
public news, and even touched upon poli- 


tics, until 1 had entirely regained my coni- 


poſure. Never did man prac 


heart; mine was wholly his: ks 3 


4 eee viſitor at my father's houſe, 


and after having gained my conſent; ea- 
ſily obtained the approbation of my fami 
ly to make me his: his fortune and 0 
mily in England were ſo confiderable, as 
to ſatisfy xz more ambitious people e 
we were; his merit was unqueſtioned, 
and his name ſeldom pronounced inen 
an eulogium he ſpent every moment 
ws me that he could ſpare from bs. 
duty, and we only waited the end of the 
campaign to be united. In the courſe of 


his viſits, he often brought ſome of his 
brother officers with him, by my father's 
expreſs deſire; among the reſt, he pre- | 
ſented a Mr. James to me, under the ti. 


tle of his particular friend. I received 
him as n and treated bim with that 


at tention 


ice more re- 
fined. aſſiduities to engage a woman's 
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e 
attention which I thought due to the 
friend of a man, who was ſo ſoon to be 
my huſband. This Mr. James was very 
-handfome, his converſation was lively and 
ſeducing, and he poſſeſſed the power of 
ſuiting it, to the taſte of every perſon he 
converſed with. Highly poliſhed and in- 
ſinuating, he charmed every one, yet un- 
der the plauſible mark, he concealed a 
fierce, unmanageable ſpirit, and a baſe de- 
ſigning heart. From his firſt entrance 
into our family, he paid me marked at- 
-tention, which I attributed to his regard 
for Mortimer. Totally free from art, and 
conſequently from ſuſpicion, 1 never once 
penetrated his deſigns, nor were any of 
my family more clear. ſighted, ſo perfect 
a maſter was he in the practice of diflimu- 
lation, that no doubts were entertained _ 
to his prejucice by any one of our ſociety, 
who were all charmed with his vivacity, 
and delighted with his ſpirit. 


1 


OO. « * 
C ere et eas - 


—— u —_ — 2 - g 
* Can” 2k at x A wt — * won 88 ts * 
A OL» — 5 — 7 N —ͤ—ũ— ——— — —ů— — — SOT" — _— * 
K £ * = A * * * rn * if A bl * 
* i S yg Sac & 2 * 


SAR... 


— 
— 
n. 


* : 4 — R "4 — * 
- 8 h 3 7 TE or wad. COR a 
r 


2 2 — 
— * 
2 — ! —— 1 — 
— — 


The time of my marriage with Mr. 
Mortimer was fixed, and he obtained a 
months 
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i leave of abſence; to W eve- 
T thing previous to it with my father; OE 
he. had been but five days with us, ac- 
companied by his friend, James, when he 


received à letter from his commander, 


revoking his leave of abſence, and com- 
manding him to join his regiment imme- 
diately; he brought this letter to me, 
and begged I would peruſe it; he ſeem- 
ed as much ſurprized as n ene ſo 
unexpected an order, and ſaid, he cer- 
tainly owed it to the malice of ſome ſe- 
cret enemy, for as it was winter, and eve- 
ry thing quiet, there could be no real 


cauſe for recalling him; it was however 
abſolute, and he muſt go; he did every 
thing the tendereſt love could ſu ggeſt to 


condole me, aſſuring me, it was to be the 
laſt time we ſhould, ſeparate, that he 
would return with a-lover's ſpeed to my, 


feet, and that my father had promiſed, 


that our next meeting ſhould be the day 
of our union. Though he ſtrove to com- 


fort me, his counte 
ne ce 


ance expreſſed the 
8 Doh _ endeavoured, 


though 
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euph with little ſucceſs, to c bnd my 
anguiſh, and feared increaſing; by my 
grief, the anxiety of him, whom I loved 


a— 


more than life. At length, with the 


: greateſt. bein Anh he tore himſelf from 


me; when he was gone, I indulged my 
tears, which flowed ſo faſt, that J could: 

not go down to breakfaſt; à thouſand 
gloomy preſages abe my ſtartled 
imagination, and I remained occupied by 


a diſmal train of dreary ideas, until I was 
fummoned to dinner; on going into the 


parlour, my aſtoniſhment was exceſſive: 
at finding Mr. James there, (who I ſup. 
poſed had accompanied Mortimer) with. 


| an air ſo gay and happy as piqued me, 


and I reproached him with indifference: 
toward his friend. Angelic Laura, an- 


fwered he, how much reſentment heigh- 
tens your beauty already too deſtructive; 
but my dear little moraliſt, if you imagine 
that either friendſhip or love are immor- 
tal, you will find yourſelf deceived, and I 
deplore the diſappointments fo fanguine 
a diſpoſition is preparing for you. I'was 


fo. | 


2 


WY 


10 mch offended” at his Sentinel min 
his manner of expreſſing them, that I did 


not deign to anſwer him; my heart re- 
volted againſt! him, and from that mo- 


ment I conſidered him as a ſecret enemy; 5 


he placed himſelf next me at table, and 
ſtrove with great addreſs to regain the 


place he perceived he had loſt in my 


opinion, but in vain; he grew every mo- 
ment leſs guarded, and in a few days 


boldly threw off the maſk, and declared 
himſelf my lover. Exaſperated at a con- 
duct, at once fo baſe and cruel. 


ſentment. He ſmiled maliciouſſy, and 


aſked me if he did not wear a ſword as 
well as Mortimer, and added, deſpair will 
aid my arm, then ſeizing one of my hands, 
he kneeled on one knee, and ſwore ſo- 
lemnly, that whoever poſſeſſed me, muſt 
cut their way to me through his heart, as 
he never would reſign me but with life; 

it is therefore in your power, too beau- 


tiful form, to reconcile all parties and 


ſave the man you love; for believe me, 


if 


„I threaten- 
ed to expoſe him to Mottimer 8 juſt re- 


; 
| 
| 
| 
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if you reject my ſuit, —he dies. I trem- 
bled fo violently, that had my exiſtence 
depended on it, I could not articulate 

| a ſyllable; my ſiſter's coming into the 
room, relieved me from the moſt wretch- 
Mu ed ſituation ; we could neither of us an- 
| ſwer her enquiries z ; conſcious. guilt 
cloſed his lips, and an agony of terror 
mine. She took my hand, and led me to 
my room, more dead than alive, they 
put me to bed, where I remained ſeveral 
hours, inſenſible to the miſery of my fate. 
On coming to myſelf, I found my father 
ſitting by my bedſide, holding one of my 
hands, and bathing it with his tears he 
tenderly entreated me to tell him, what 
had diſturbed me to ſuch. a degree? I 
told him in a few words, the ſcene which 
had paſſed between Mr. James and me, 
and my diſtraction on Mortimer's ac- 
count. He entered with tenderneſs into 
my fears, and ſaid, he would himſelf 
. puniſh his treachery, as ſoon as he had 
conveyed me ſafe to Mortimer, and on my 

| m_— my apprehenſions on his ac- 
85 . count 
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count, \k begged I would ifgais, my 


fears, for a man, who could be capable of. 


ſuch baſeneſs, was not an enemy to be 
feared in the field; he then deſired me to 


hold myſelf in readineſs to attend him at 
an inſtant's warning, dreſſed in a riding- 
habit. I Was a remarkably good horſe- 
woman, and had a very ſine fleet horſe. 
I dreſſed myſelf as he deſired, and waited 
for him with an anxiety and imp: 


Atience 
ſcarcely credible; at length the clock 


ſtruck one, all the family were uſually: i in 
bed at that hour, every moment encreaſed 
my apprehenſions, until at laſt, my father 
ſoftly opened the door, and without pro- 
nouneing one word, took my hand, and 
led me into the garden, and from thence 
to a gate at ſome diſtance from the houſe, 
where we found Le Fevre by my father's 


appointment, with our horſes waiting for 


us; we mounted them in profound filente, 


and had proceeded ſome miles before we 
ventured to ſpeak. The night was as light 


as day, and exceſſively cold, but as we 


| rods very 05 we did not ſuffer from it. 
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When we ar gone ur twenty Mlle, 


— 


we came in ſight of the camp, and ſoon 


after were chällenged by one of tlie cen- 


tinels: fortunately for us, an officer, that 
had often viſited us with Mr. Mortimer, 


was that moment examining the out- 
poſts, he knew us, and undertook to 


: bring us ſafe to the perſon we wanted, and 
in a few minutes, I found myſelf i in my 
dear Mortimer's arms; he was aſtoniſhed | 
at ſeeing me, but his joy fo much ſur- 
paſſed his ſurprize, that it was a long 
while before he thought of aſking me, if 


he did not owe his preſent happineſs to 


ſome accident; my father, who expected 
this queſtion, aer d that he did, for 
that he had received information, that his 
enemies had determined to fire his houſe 
2 ſecond time, and that as my younger 
brother had attended my mother on a 


viſit to a ſick friend, and my eldeſt bro- 
ther was maintaining his poſt in the ar- 


my, he thought the care of my ſiſter 


quite ſufficient for a man of his age, be- 
des, he * ee to n him Laura, 


and 


0 D 


and was, rifolved: iden: Near na : 
was determined to have us married im- 
mediately: Mortimer was in raptures at 
his unexpected happineſs, as he called it; 


the chaplain of the regiment performed 
the ceremony; my father embraced me 
affectionately, and ſoon after returned 


| home, as he ſaid, to my ſiſter; a latent 
grief preyed on my heart.; 1-dreaded my 
dear father's meeting with Mr. James, 
and though the commander in chief gave 


us a ſplendid entertainment with muſic, 


and every polite proof of attention poſſi- 
ble, yet nothing could diſpel the fickly 
fadneſs I felt at my heart. There were ſe-- 


veral ladies of the party, and when we re- 


ties of cards, I was engaged in one of 


them, when an officer haſtily opened the 


door, and aſked which was Mrs, Morti- 
mer? my. countenance anſwered, before 
I could pronounce a word: Madam, ſaid 


he, it is with deep affliction I muſt tell ; 


you, that Mr. Mortimer has ſent me to 


up you to receive his laſt breath; 1 


heard 
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you too much; we begged ſhe ; 
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Hemed ings more, burifollowed kim to the 
ſhore; Heavens! what a fight of horror 
was preſented to me! the man on whom 
my ſoul doated, lay on the ſtrand, wel- 
5 tering in his blood, his face pale, bis lips 
quivering, his eyes ſunk, and his voice ſo 
faint, that I could hardly hear it; the ac- 


curſed James was ſtanding by bind, his 
ſword ſtill wet, with the blood of my 


only treaſure; I ſaw the ſight, and yet 


live; pardon me, deareſt ladies, ſaid 


Mrs. Mortimer, (as ſlie wiped the tears, 5 
t air rolled in abundance doyn her pale, 
but beautiful cheeks,) I have affected 
would 


* 


proceed, Which ſhe did, after a few mi- 


. 


nutes pauſe. T-acted. . thouſand wild 8 ; 


extravagancies in the agony of diſtreſs _ 
I felt, until Mortimer's feeble voice ar- 


reſted my attention. I leaned my ear al- 


moſt cloſe to his lips, and heard dif- 
tinctly theſe words: Deareſt and beſt of 


women, my firſt and only love, you are 
the blameleſs cauſe of my death, but if you 


love me, as I have loved you, no power 
„ on 


"| 70: 3» - 

on earth will prevail on you to reward 
my murderer with your hand; remem- 
ber me to your whole houſe, / farewell. 
the laſt words were hardly articulate, 
and he expired in my arms! What be- 
came of me afterwards, I know not; the 


firſt recollection 1 have of myſelf, after 
that fatal moment, was on board a ſhip, 
in the ſtate cabbin, There was a woman 
of a good appearance, that ſeemed ap- 
pointed to wait on me; I aſked her 


ſome queſtions, but ſhe would not an- 


ſwer them; ſome time after I heard a 
violent noiſe, ſhe appeared terrified to 
death; I aſked her what ſhe feared? 
ſhe cal an engagement Was going to 
begin, between the ſhip we were in and 
another, and that ſhe feared either death' 
or ſlavery; we both "prayed, but our 
petitions were quite oppoſite; ſhe pray- 
ed for life, and I for death, as the laſt 


and only reſource from the torture f 


mind felt; the canonnade began, I pi- 


tied the terrors of my companion, though 
I did not ſhare them, and ſaid what I 


could 
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and they 8 were Carr. 


SY 


eld et to 3 her; after che engage- ' 
ment had laſted ſome time, we heard 


the claſhing of ſword 3 and oon after 


ANT of quarter on all ſides, my com- 
Panion was fainting with fear, when our 


cCabbin door was burſt Open, and ſome 


rough ſailors brought us upon d 


where the firſt object that ſtruck my 
view was Mr. James, who had diſlo- 


cated his ſhoulder by a fall, as I heard, 
ing him to the 
Surgeons. I had no time for reflection, 
as they made me go on board a ſmall 
yawl, that lay at the fide ot the veſſel, Ts 
and brought me to ſhore. The yawl. had 
great deal of merchandize on board, 


which they ſeemed to prize highly; 1 


was conſidered as of little value; and 
ſent to the good woman who brought 


me here. How ſhall I deſcribe my feel. 

ings on finding Mr. James in your 
room? for ſome moments I was un- 
grateful to your goodneſs, for a life 


grown odious to me: Where ſhall I hide 


my wretched head? what will become 


25 » 


o ace? key can ſhel sen | 
of his outrageous. temper ?. Again ſbe | 
wept z my mother faid every thing po-. 
ſible to ſooth her, and aſſured her f 
protection, even againſt her own ſon; 0 
Laura aſked her with a faultering voice, 
if Mr. James was my brother? on be- 
ing anfwered in the affirmative, her 
beautiful features. underwent a variety 
of changes, and her diſtreſs ſeemed (if 
poſlible) to augment ; but upon repeated 
aſſurances of affection and protection 5 
from us both, ſhe ſeemed more com- 
poſed. Her ſpirits are greatly agitated by 
the leaſt noiſe; every time the door is 
opened, ſhe caſts a fearful eye at it, as 

if ſhe expected my brother to enter in. 

We are all ſurprized he has not made 
ſome effort to ſee her, or learn ſome- 
thing about her, but as yet we have 
not heard any thing of him. Now, my 
deareſt Honora, what would you think 

of Warley Cottage as an Aſylum for 

Laura, it is ſo remote from obſervation, _ 

that I do not think ſhe would be dif. - 

Ä 


* 


85 8 0 74 9 * 
5 e until we hear from her' Ae 3 
rican friends, to whom ſhe has wrote 
ſeveral letters, ſome of them near a 
month ago. If you can perſuade the 
amiable owner to receive the afflicted 
fugitive, let me have an immediate an- 
ſwer, as we dread every moment, ſome 
deſperate ſtep may be taken by ** WF 
am 9 to call him) Brother: 4 


N ever dear Honora, Th 
Believe me your! S, | 


LOUISA LUTON... 
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4 HE moment 1 Pas am yours, 14 
went to Warley Cottage, I put the 


packet into Mrs. Warley's hands, and 


begged: ſhe would read it, and' that 

would ſtroll into the garden, and amuſe 

myſelf until ſhe bad fi finiſhed it; Weste ene 
rs peruſed it, ſhe came 70 loc 

I perceived the traces of tears an her eus 


felt, it was quite eee to urge 


your requeſt, ſhe appeared moſt anxious 
to embrace this child of misfortune; the 


unfortunate, ſaid ſhe, have claims upon 
every good mind, but upon thoſe who 


have experienced the ſharp arrows of af. 
fliction, thoſe claims are double. Alas! | 
madam, ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, which 


ſeemed to pierce her heart, I had a daugh- 
. tons Te T once conſidered as a bleſſing, 
| 0 E 2 but 


— 


* 


but ſhe is loſt to me, and this dear girl 
muſt be mine by:adoption ; we will pour 
out our ſorrows together, and if her's 

can admt of any mitigation, nothing on 
my part ſhall. ting to ſoften them, 5 
mine can only end with y W. 
which heaven be praiſed, I feel every day 

growing more feeble, and approaching 
to my only place of repoſe. But I am run- 

ning into the garrulity of age, and af. 
fecting your ſpirits: too much, let us oni 
think on the means of bringing the young 
lady here. We talked on the ſubject for 
ſome time and then parted. My Lord 
has undertaken to convey Laura to Mrs. 
Warley with ſuch caution, as ſhall elude 
the utmoſt vigilance, and make a purſuit 
impoſſible; he will be with you to- mor- 


row evening, I beg you in love ce 
for the ſake. of 


5  HONORA EMERTON. 
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Louisa, 5 8 1 „ 
1 have a mind to be Lag; you pro. 
miſed to fend. us a pretty young woman, 
and behold a being of ſuperior order. I 
never beheld fuch elegance, dignity, and 
grace, united with perfect lovelinefs. Lan- 
- guage cannot paint her, it only gives a 
flight ſketch; therefore upon recollection 
I forgive you, as words were the only 
medium you could deſcribe: her through; 
I was fitting with Mrs. Warley, when my 
Lord entered, leading in this miracle of 
beauty, I offered her my hand, but Mrs. 
Warley claſped her to her boſom, come, 
ſaid ſhe, to my arms, thou ſweet daughter. | 
of affliction, I am perhaps more unfortu- 5 
nate than you are, and if I cannot leſſen 
your grief, I will ſhare it with you. She 
then kiſſed Laura's cheek—they both: 
„„ „ 


a 0 76 5 
wept; my Lord wiped from either eye 
a manly tear, I cried, and Laura ſobbec 
aloud, at length Laura turned to me, ank 
would have made me a thouſand acknow- 
ledgments, but I intreated ſhe would not, 
and as ſoon as ſhe was a little more com- 
poſed, my Lord and I left them to the 
_ unreſtrained indulgence of their ſorrows. 
I ſhall viſit them very ſoon again, I feel 
an intereſt in Mrs. Warley's fate that. I 
cannot account for, ſhe has promiſed | me 5 
a recital of her adventures ſome time or 
other, and 1 am all im Ja! lence to 
Hear tte... | 


T7 am your” 8, 


„ ' HONORA know. 
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cb bi happy to ae tine 13 am as: = | 
comfortable as the miſerable ſtate of wy -* 


mind will ſuffer me to be. Mrs. Warley 
is. all: goodneſs to me, at one time ſhe-__ 
ſoothes' whe; "SE ar” Nis miles vis, 
that I have not ſuffered ſo much as ſhe 
has ; yeſterday ſhe opened a ſmall cabinet, 
which ſtands in the parlour, and ſhewing 
me a manuſcript, told me it contained the- 
particulars of her life, that I ſhould read 


them, and decide from them, which f 


us was moſt unfortunate. I aſked her 
permiſſion to tranſcribe them for you, 
who, I aſſured her, were intereſted! for 
her, from the Counteſs of Emerton's ac- 
count of her; ſhe anſwered, that ſhe 
had now no motive for concealing any 
wing! which related to her, and that ſhe 
would 
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permit, to write it for you; I have been 


feftions ate n n 


1 8 7 
would FORE me, ws my ſpirits would 7 


ſome days very much occupied in tranſ- 
cribing it, and hope to ſend it to you 
next poſt, as a ſmall proof of that grati- 
tude which is due to you, from your af- 


LAU RA | LEVINGSTOR. 
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I ſent bed to enquire, abend 
wiyour directions, for letters for you, but 
H9t 6ne has been received, nor has the ' 


Faſt enquiry been made after you at my 


nurſe's ; this morning there was a nete 
delivered to me, informing me,'that Mr. 


Luton was delirious in a fever, at an 


youre in Capel-ſtreet ; I immediately 
115 | ſhewed 


cm) 


| Gewed Mn note to my mother, Me in- 

ſtantly ſent her family phyſieian to him, 5 
who returned in about an hour, and aſ- 
ſured us, that his life was in great dan- 
ger, that che day he went there, Which 
we found to be the one, on Which we had 
ſeen you, he appeared on going in, to 
be intoxicated with wine, but as it was 
morning, the people of the houſe were 
very much at a loſs what to think 
about him; in leſs than an hour; he grew 
quite outrageous, they had- him faſtened 
in bed, and ſent for a phyſician, who told: 
he was in a violent fever; he could not 
give any account of himſelf, nor were 
there any papers in his pockets, which 
could give them the leaſt information; 
they ſhewed him to a great number of 
gentlemen, but for many days, not one 
of them knew him; at laſt, a gentleman 
who had known him in America, upon 
ſeeing him, told them who he was, and 
that he had a mother and ſiſter in Dub- 
lin, of whom he had often heard him 
ſpeak, but could not tell where to ſind _ 
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them; - At length with diflich 


T 82 9. 4 
ty chey 


found us out, and duri 
had every poſſible care taken of him; B 
my mother forgot her anger, and flew 
to him, ſhe found him worſe than had 
been repreſented, he did not know her 


me 


and was much too ill to be removed. 
What his fate will be, heaven only kn 


D\ 2 1 
but you are at preſent free from any ap- 


prehenſions on his account. Adieu, 


deareſt Laura, love 1 5 — * DN: 
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J incloſe my dear Honora | Mrs. War- 
ley's Rory. What painful circumſtances ' 
have marked her innocent life! She has 


not mentioned her daughter's name. 1 
think if ſhe could read her mother's ſto- 


ry unmoved, ſhe muſt be more or les 
than a human creature ; but read A, and 
judge for e ; it has ee my 


ring this interval, 


4 8 ) 
feckings ry totally, that I am and to add 


a line on any other to 
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i recollection of paſt events, that it re- 
quires { ſome conſideration, to arrange the 


principal ones, of my life, ſo as to make * 


connected ſtory of them, and * almoſt 


fear, that 1 Hall ſtand aceuſed of vanity, 85 
when L relate, ſome circumſtances, I can-. 


not paſs c over. The only palliation for them 
is, that What F then Was, I claim no merit 


from to- day, and only look upon it as the 


ſource of that bitter anguiſh, which has. 


marked my. declining Ma- T7 


2 "5 Re 73 3 2 \ 2 * - * 
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My father was A Scotchman; a0 of 4 


very good family, but no fortune. He 
had been educated for 2 phyſician, but 


being of a volatile temper, after” having. = 


Pertti Kudies with 20 his inclis 
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att tions changed, „and hie entered as mid - 
ſhipman, on board a Man of War, then 
lying in Leith harbour. His family en- 
raged at this ſtep diſclaimed all further 
intercourſe with him, and he found him- 
{elf obliged to purſue his new profeſſion 
with ardour and attention. His efforts 
fucceeded fo well, that in fourteen years 


he was appointed to the command of aſhip, 


in which during the war, he conducted 
; himſelf ſo fortunately, that he found him- 
ſelf at the concluſion of it, a poſt captain, 
with a very competent fortune. That 
national attachment, which fo ſtrongly 
| marks the Scotch, drew my father to f re- 
| viſit his native land, but being obliged to 
delay ſome weeks in the north of Eng- 
land, to tranſact ſome buſineſs, he aw 
my mother, Iked and married her, ſhe 
was the only daughter of a ſmall beneficed 
clergyman, in that neighbourhood. : dy - 
grandfather told him, in giving him his 
child, he gave him his all, and conſigned 
to his care the precious W. of all * 
earthly * : 


F 


wu) 


My Aber handlbenx; tim and 


Anfechng- who readily adopted the opi- 


nions of others, or had not ſufficient reſo- 


lution to adhere to her own, her charac 


ter was admirably ſuited to that of 21 | 


father, and promiſed a laſting: felieity. 1 


was one of the fruits of this union, and 


from my eradle, conſigned to my grand- 
father's care. He early inſtilled into my 

cart; principles of rectitude; mor 
ade ſenſe of religion, which now ſobths 
the evening of my life, and heals thoſe 
wounds with which misfortune has lace- 
rated my heart. My grandfather devoted 


n 


mind, and to meliorate a too great 
rmth of temper and affections, which, 


with extreme concern, he perceived in 


my character. He inſtructed me in Eng- 


Uh, French, and Latin, taught me Geo- . 
graphy, Chronology, in ſhort, he edu- . 


cated me with that ſort of knowledge 


which he himſelf poſſeſſed; 1 managed 


his little family as I grew older, but was 


= nn, the W its wiles, as. 15 


lity, 


his whole time to the formation of my 
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the fatal moment is arrived, and we 
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if I had never exiſted. My grandfather's 
income was very ſmall; conſequently. he 
| kept up no neighoourheod, with people 


capable of enlarging my ideas. I was his 


companion, his pupil, and his. comfort. 
My mother had followed my father 
abroad on the American ſtation, my bro- ' 
ther and ſiſter accompanied her. I ſaw 
them for a few days on their road from 
Scotland, but was elſe an utter ſtranger 


to tkem. My days flowed on in peaceful 
tranquillity, until my fixteenth. year, 


when I loſt my reſpectable parent, by a 
few hours illneſs, unverſed in, and un- 
prepared for affliction. I was almoſtfran- 
tis at his being ſeized, J knelt at his bed- 
fide, wearying heaven with fruitleſs pray- | 
ers for his recovery. My child, ſaid he, 

(preſſing my hand between his) n 
your grief, although it is natural to feel, 

it is Mfg to- nen at ag will of the 
object 


mould ſubmit like ate, 56 o the all. 
wiſe 
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Lam West exchange this troubleſoi 
1 far a Hora and the only ſting 


ceive, oli ae with my We 3 | 
this laſt injunction from him, Wwhoſe 
lateſt wiſh, is for your happineſs Here and | 

hereafter. | Let pour: fate be ever ſo ad- 
verſe or irkſor ne, always act with that 
rectitude of principle, which will never 
add e to the bitterneſs of re- 
flection. The ſcenes yon will meet with 
at your father's, will be very different 
from thoſe, in which you have hitherto 
lived, but let not the ſpotleſs purity of 
your mind, be tainted by che example of . 
the world, conduct yourſelf uprightly, 
to the beſt of your Fee, Conſcious 
integrity can never err, and remember 
my laſt bleſſing ſhall hover over ſuch a te- 
nor of conduct: he added much more, 
which my grief prevented me from recol- 
lecting, and nne in aa. arms a few 5 
hours after. TTT 


el — bea, ane 8 my 
father's near Aberdeen. 1 was then fix- | 
teen, and though you will now ſmile at 


the idea, was really handſome. My youth,. 
my extreme grief gave me an intereſting 


appearance. My father and mother re- 
ceived me with kindneſs, my brother and 
Aſter with affection, but they felt my loſs 
like people unacquainted with the extent 
of it, and their compoſure, added to the 
anguiſh of my mind, which for want of 
a friend to ſhare its woes with ſympathy, 
preyed upon my ſpirits. The only com- 
fort 1 had, was from nn Sr. 1 
an old maid-ſervant, Who : apanied 
me from Cumberland, and d its 
wilds, as ſincerely as I did. My ſimpli- 
city amuſed my family, my ſiſter had 
been educated at 2 boarding-ſchool, and 
had mueh of the flippantry attendant on 
that mode of education. My brother 
was young, and juſt returned from his 
firſt voyage my mother paſſive and mild, 
my father n 2 very impati- 
. ent 


vas the family —— came, inno- 
ident to aſk. | 


cent, ignorant, and too di 
any of their opinions. My continued ſor- 
row ſoon became tireſome to them, re- 


proof followed reproof, to no purpoſe. 


I was dragged into public, he novelty of 


the ſcene, and my naturał chearfi 


temper, diſſipated my chagrins, and I be- : 
came pianos eaſy, when Aberdeen races: 


m8 20d among ide neſt dancing. My 
fiſter was elder chan me, and really a very 


pretty woman, and had been much ad- 


mired, but the novelty of my appearance, 


and the ruſticity of my manners, drew a 


crowd of flatterers round me, amongſt 
the reſt, Lord W. H, ſingled me out 
by the moſt aiſtioguiſhed attention, he 
became my partner at all the balls, and 
was too attractive to paſt un noticed. 
Joined to a very elegant figure and ap- 
pearance, he poſſeſſed a thorough know- 
ledge of the world, and of our 
been and could aſſume whatever 

c demeanour 
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ſen in 
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he t IE? moſt: likely to is 


ceed. To me he was ſoft, and reſpectful, 
and breathed nothing but ſentiments of 
the niceſt honor, —I was too artleſs to 
perceive the ſnare that was laid for me, 
and returned home after the race week, 
in a ſtate of mind very different from 
what I had left it. My ſiſter imbittered 
by the decreaſe of attention "Ret one 
found, which ſhe had attribute 
and which ſhe never forgave me, ate 
me with haughty reſerve.. My mother, 
' whoſe character was cold; and inanimate, 
gave me no encouragement to fly to her, 
for keine: or protection, and my young 
heart unſupported and unadviſed, became 
an eaſy prey to the paſſion which began 
to ſeduce it. Lord W. was the moſt I 
- pleaſing: man I had ever ſeen, he became 
the ſole object of my thoughts, and with- 
out foreſeeing the danger of my error, 
er indeed, being conſcious. that it was 


one, I gave myſelf up to the pleaſure of 7 


contemplating every thing he had ſaid to 
pes a8 * — gratification. I could 
e 


0 91 5 
indulge myſelf in. Lord W. ha f 
opportunities of meeting me, 


one ſerved to encreaſe a bar poll —_—_ 


ſoon became Saas: I will not 


tire your patience with the detail, ſuffice 
xt to 2 that an dea took ben 


* „ 1 me ; 


to k ep this affair A crate as he ſaid bis - 
father was. an. the. « int en m 
ſettlement upo 

ſto DDE 
aue, me to as, but the moment 


8 < 


ed, if he diſcovered his engagement, 


he could make me independent, he would 


avow it to the whole world, and be united 


to me for ever. He preſſed me to be par- 


ticularly, careful, that my ſiſter ſhould 
not know it, whoſe | jealouſy: would; 

aſſured me, infallibly . divulge. it. 8 
her conduct too clearly ſupported bis rea- 
ſoning, and I was weak enough to com 
ply<- Things remained in this- ſtave ator 


esd men until a Mr. Dunn, a rela- 


be dad de l, lange bonune as a 2 6. om 
miffary of the arm˖ 


country. He Was elderly, illiterate, and | 
eee vulgar in his manners, ſtern 


1 ur misfortune to /attra 
he made the moſt Jucrative propoſals for 
me to my father, who, without confult- 


e Mat and implered; my father 
Was inexorable. Driven to extremities, 
I pleaded my attach 
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now come to finiſh His ys ah his native 


earing in converſation. It was 
act his notice, and 


ing my inclinations, prepared ever) 


thing 


for Ui match, and ordered me to receive 


nent to another, my 
father ſternly 0 re e the ee the | 


thoughts for nene 1 at 1 


ſuch a breach of faith as declaring it, my 
tongue refuſed its office, and I could not 
Pronounce one word. My father incenſed 
at my ſilence, overwhelmed me with 
abuſe, and ordered me to prepare for my 


marriage the following evening. My lover 
Was abſent, he knew not my perſecution, 


and 


* + 


him.” — hes br yon 4 projets ye 
me, but would not liſten to my com- 
plaints, my ſiſter inſulted me with con- 


gratulations, and my fate ſeemed ine vi- 
table. The next morning, the ſervant 1 
have already mentioned, ſtole into my 
room, and gave me a note from Lord W. 
which contained theſe words, * fly wi with- 
out delay te the leſſer garden gate, if you 
do not eomply, I ſwear to put an end to 
an exiſtence, grown odious to me, from 
the fear of loſing you, this note agitated 
and delighted me, I flew without heſita- 


non to the ſpot. Lord W. played off 


all the artillery, vows and threats, to 
prevail on me to go off with him, he 
urged every miſery attendant on my mar- 
rying Camere 


wretchedneſs i in ache moſt lively colours. 
I wavered, but the dying injunctions of 
my dear grandfather, ſtuck upon my me- 
mory, and in a fit of terror, I diſengaged 
myſelf from him, and flew towards the 
| houſe. 


Lord W. followed me with vain 


. | 


„ and painted his own 
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entreaties, until reaching a little wood, 
through which I was to paſs, I heard my. 
father's and Cameron's: voices very loud, 
pronouncing my name. Senſations of hor- 
ror ſeized me, and I fell ſenſeleſs. on the 
ground, and on recovering, found myſelf 
in a chaiſe and four, with Lord W. - go- 


ing full ſpeed. My agony and aſtoniſh 7 


ment knew no bounds, the impropriety | 
of my ſituation, ſtruck me in the moſt 
forcible hight ; I wept, I implored, to be 
reſtored to my family, and aſſured Lord 
W. I preferred every misfortune, to re- 
maining with him. My lover was too 
well verſed in the motions of the heart, 
to oppoſe its firſt eſſuſions. Hę ſubmitted 
to my invectives, with the moſt reſpect- 5 
ful patience, argued the neceſſity of our 
immediate flight and marriage, the vio- 
lence of my father's reſentment, had he 
found me, and the impoſſihility of his 
living, and ſeeing me united to another. 
The little kindneſs. 1 had ever at home, | 
my attachment to Lord W. and the ower 
2 ed 58 has over us in argument, 
joined 


— 


and at having eſcaped Camer 
reached an old. retired: caſtle i in ks third 


evening, he told me, it belonged to a 
friend of his, on whom he could depenc as. 


who was then abſent, and had lent it to 


him. Three days glided on, in which - 
muſe, and 


Lord W. tried every art to: 
pleaſe me, hut a ſecret uneaſineſs. preyed 
on my mind, which I could neither con- 
quer or conceal. . I felt my ſituation, and 


the conſideration of having, in ſome de- 


5 gree, merited them, encreaſed my wffer- 


ings.. I told Lord W. I could no longer 
ſubmit to the torture of my own reflecti- 
ons, which, like an inceſſant monitor, 
reminded me of my duty, and that no- 


thing could quiet thoſe ſenſations, but 


having my honor fecured, by the per- 


formance of his vows. Lord W. ap- 


peared in raptures at my condeſcenſii jon, 


as he called it, and pleaded his unwilling. 


al to leave me, even for a TRomABL 45. 


« 95) » e 
joined to calm my -endbiciet and, An, 1 
ſued my journey, delighted at the nt. þ 
pect of being united to _ man E Joy ad, 
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the cauſe of his delay, and aſſured me he 
would ſet off, in ſearch of a licence and 


clergyman. That night, my ſpirits calm- 


ed by theſe proteſtations, felt che e- | 


elaſticity of youthful hope, and relieved 
from the oppreſſion of paſt aer, gave 
way to the deluſive joy of picturing fu- 


ſullied as my intentions; but alas, clouds 


of the blackeſt deſpair, quickly obſcured 


this chimerical ſanſhine of felicity, and 
plunged' me into an abyſs of miſery. Lord 


days; the pangs which I felt at loſing 


ſight of him, have fince appeared to me 
as the ſad preſage of what followed. Left 


60 


to myſelf, a gloom pervaded my mind, 


5 pre 0 Stanley's dying injunc- : 
tions, I lamented my breach of duty. 


and was conſcious, he would have blamed 
my conduct, in carrying on a clandeſ- 


tine correſpondence. I ſhuddered, my 
ideas grew. confuſed, remorſe, hope, fear 
en duty, tore __ breaſt with contends 


ing 


W. left me with appearances of the fond - 
eſt love, and promiſed to return in two 


* 
/ 
. 


ture ſcenes, bright as my hopes, and un- 
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ing Fade I trenibled” b 2 Wel 
fied, at the ſtep I was going te take, un- 

certain and 5 1 projected a thou- 

ſand ſchemes, and diſmiſſed them as 

often. Atnight, I dreamt my grandfather 


came to me, and upbraided me ſeverely, 


for ſwerving from his precepts, an 
threatened me with puniſhment.” T awaked 
with terror, and ſprung from my bed, 
more dead than alive. The ſilence of the 
caſtle, increaſed the horr« rs of my ima- 
gination, and I waited impatiently for 
day, it came at laſt, and I hurried into 
the garden to recover my pee and 
refreſſi myſelf by the air. I Wan- 
dered ſome time, till I 455 a grove, 
near the wall of the caſtle, there E was 
alarmed by ſome noiſe, and from an 
intuitive apprehenſion, 1 retreated be- 
hind ſome buſhes, to avoid being ſeen— 
Gueſs my aſtoniſhment, to ſee Lord W. 
enter at a ſinall gate, accompanied by a 
man J had never ſeen. I was near enough 
to hear their converſation, „ ſhe is a 
beautiful creature, my dear Archbrock, 
5 ſaid my lover, but our ſituations in life, 


. rents to. think of. marryiog 
« her, and ſhe is too virtuous to comply - 
<< on any other terms. Tou will look 
very venerable in a gown and caſſock, 
and by filling up the blank licence with 
my name, and that of Olivia Doug- 
laſs, ſhe will never ſuſpect any deceit, 
“ Command me as you pleaſe, my dear 
* Lord, replied Aſhbrook, but ſeriouſly 
4 don't you feel ſome remorſe, at proſe- 
e cuting ſuch a plan. If the girl be ſuck 
as you repreſent her to be, will ſhe not 
inſtantly leave you, when ſhe diſcovers 
„the ſnare. As to that, replied Lord W. 
< ſhe may do as ſhe pleaſes. I now love 
« her to diſtraction, and cannot live 
without her; my love may not laſt, 
<« and if it ſhould, I am certain of my : 
v6 PEP: over her heart,” . | 


t FY * 
ec. are too diffe 


1 3 no > more, a turn +66 8 b 
led them from me. Horror, amazement, 
terror, nailed me to the ground. I ſhud- 
dered at the precipice I was at the brink. 
of falling into: my next idea was how to 

f fly 
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2ducer; 1 . dhe kttle gate; 
an 4 cont; ran with incredible ſwift- 
- neſs acrof'the moor; Fear gave wings to 
my ſpeed, and I reached a neighbouring 

foreſt without interruption; I penetrated 

into the deepeſt ſhade, and careleſs of - 
very thing but eſcaping, continued my 


flight, till at laſt exhauſted with terror 
and fatigue; 1 ſunk und a tree; I re- 
mained here in almoſt a ſtate of inſenſibi - 


lity for ſome hours. My grief nearly dea 
prived me of reaſon, and I caſt my 
eyes no further than the preſent mo- 
ment; at laſt night came on, and hun- 
ger v ith. it, and I became more ſenſible. 
of my ſituation. I endeavoured to explore | 
my way, and wandered all night, to ex. | 
tricate myſelf from the foreſt; - but in 
vain; hopeleſs and feeble, I ſunk down at 
laſt, as I then thought, and wiſhed never 
more to riſe, but my ſufferings were to 
be prolonged, and I was diſcovered by a a 
herd, who was watching cattle. This man 
had ſome humanity, he took me to his 
hut in the foreſt, where his wife took 
| . Care 
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care of me, mn ſome ruſhes in 1 
corner for me, and in ſpite of my ſor- 
rows, nature overpowered, ſunk under 
the load, and I ſlept ſeveral hours. But. 
my dear Laura, what were ny ſenſati- 
ons on awaking ? The loſs ef my lover; 
reputation, and every hope of future 
happineſs in the world was cut off from, 
and an everlaſting barrier raiſed between. 
me andfelicity : I abhorred the man ca- 
pable of betraying a heart which he knew 
be wholly poſſeſſed, and from · wihroſe blind 
attachment alone, could he reap the de- 
fence his conduct required. I had no- 
no home, my preſent ſituation was liable 
to difcovery every moment. Horrible as it | 
appeared to me, to fee my family, yet it 


„ 


was the only ſtep left me to take. Natu- 


rally ſanguine, the idea of returning to 

my duty cheared me, and the hope of ex- 
piating my fault by my future conduct, 
allowed me to flatter myſelf, that my 
pardon might be acquired; they got me 
pen and paper from the next town, I 
| and the herd took charge of my 


letter. 


L 8 over in Aae the 


ter. I 
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* and brought my ſentence with him, 
my friends would only. receive me, on 
condition I accepted Cameron, I had1 
power ta reject, my wiſeries had ſo ſtun- 
ned me, that I felt nothing. 1 did as they 
bid me, I Was proof againſt every thing 
until my fate was decided, and Cameron 
ſaluted me as his wife; then thoſe paſſi- 
ons, of which the variety of my ſorrow-s 
had tem med the paſſage, ruſhed like an 
impetuous tide upon my heart. They quite 
er. powered me, I uttered a faint ſhriek, 
enſeleſs on the floor. I was taken 
up delirieus, and put to bed; during 
ſeven Weeks, Iſtruggled between life and 
death with a moſt violent fever. My youth 
however dragged me through it, and my 


eat ful period of his abſence, he return- 


covery was no donger doubtful. My fa- 


ther's heart ſoftened, and he knelt by my 
bedſide with anxious care. I felt the ſelf. 
reproach which dictated his concern, and 
pitied him for it: I had much time for 
nn during my conſinement, the 

ea k 
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weak ſtate to which 1 was redv 
me leiſure to weigh things calmly, 
out my feelings being able to voyage my 
heart as they had hitherto done; I con- 
ſidered my grandfat er's em 
and owned I had deviated from them. 
felt my woes were the conſequence 
my breach of duty in liſtening to Lord 
William, but my puniſhment 1 rin 
tuouſly thought exceeded my fault. 1 
_ wept, and implored heaven to pity and 

ſtrengthen me. I called to mind the vows. 
1 had made to Cameron in the ſight af 
it, and trembled at the idea of breaking 
them, I ſtrove to reconcile myſelf toſhim. 
I durſt not examine my heart with xe- | 
gard to: Lord. William, my pride, i 
reaſon, my virtue, bid me abhor him, but 
I feared: his image was too deeply en- 
graved on my heart, to be able to expel 
him from it; I, repeated to eee 
obligation I owed my huſband for mar- 
rying me, when my fame (however: u un- 
juſtly) was ſullied, and I bade my virtue 
ever remember, chat it Was his accept- 
1.4.95 + 
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it; -awidit an my miſeries an enthuſi- 
adi love of virtue reigned: over; my paſ- 
ſions, and from that reaſon gave chis ar- 
ument weight with me; I concluded 
with reſolving never to look back, to 
wipe the paſt from my remembrance, 
and endeavour with much ſubmiſſion, to 
perform my duty for the future, in that 
ſtate Providence had allotted for me, and 
A J deterinined never to enquire after, or 
let Lord William's name paſs my lips; I 
grew more tranquil after forming this 
reſolution, and aſtoniſhed my family by . 
2 compoſure. they neither expected or 
. hoped: for: My father 8 though violent, 
had penetration, was not deceived, and I 
often caught him conſidering: me with a 
melancholy attention: Mr, Cameron's 
_ temper ſoon unfolded itſelf, and 1 be. 
came the ſid victim of paſſion: cruclty, | 
and caprice, but as I had hoped for no- 
thing better, I was not diſappointed; he 
look an aired of my Father, and carried 

| me 


me to mY Cali he had.in the hgh . 
th was in a very Jelicate ate but to 
no purpoſe, all oppoſition was vain, and 
my father, as he was W; me into 
the, chaiſe, preſſed my hand, and ſaid 
Joftly,: Dear child, forgive me if 1 
5 haveerred, I did it for the beſt, We 
drove off, and I had no time to reply, if 
he loves me, cried I, What muſt he feel 
at having facrificed his child? 1 will 
550 add to them by complaints he 
never ſhall know what J endure. I ſoon 
found Mr. Cameron had married me on- 
ly from a deſire of men too im- 
placable to forgive my elopement, he had 
only taken me to puniſh me, by ſepa- 
rating me for ever from my lover; his 
ill treatment encreaſed to blows, and the 
courſe of ebriety in which he lived, 
gave no reſpite to my perſecutions, yet 
ſtill J perſevered with a religious ſtrictneſs 
i deem er never breathed a mur. 
mur. I became a mother about a year 
g after, and all thoſe ardent affections, 
| i W 


eee in my u child, 1 700 with 5 
that exceſs of fondneſs, which a maternal | 
breaſt is alone capable of feeling, ber 
image drove 3 mare fatal one from my 
| heart, - the neglect which her father 
thewed her, endeared her to me, and in 
ſome moments of ſanguine hope, looked 
forward to her future friendſhip as the 
ſolace _ my. life, -and the retribution of 
ered; alas how vain are the 
view . happineſs ! [ could I then 
conceive that from her, I was to receive 
b deepeſt wound my unfort unate breaft, 
ever experienced, ſhe Was about a. year 
old, When the criſis of my fate ap- 
proached, I had ſince my marriage called 
myſelf to the ſtricteſt account, and never 
could accuſe myſelf of having acted in- 
conſiſtentiy with my firſt reſolution; one 
fatal day, my evil genius. led me to walk _ 
in a ſhrubbery near the Caſtle, when I 
perceived a labourer. advancing towards 
me, judge of my ſurpriſe; when I be- 
_ Lord William at my n I drew 
233 3 1 back 
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I pick with bört or, and attem pied ts Leave 
N him, but he caught hold of my gow! 1 

ſtay, cried” he, hear me but a' momen 
and I will leave you for ever, if you do 
not, by all that is facred, 1 will follow 
you to the Caſtle: What can vou want, 
aid 17 your power of faſcination is over, 
I can no longer be deceived, J am the 
wife of Mr. Cameron, and it is criminal 
to liſten: to you, and I will facrifice every 
appearance, rather than remain longer in 
converſation with you: Lord William 

frantic with paſſion, caught hold of my 
hand, and ſwore the moſt violent love 
had prompted him to ſee me once more, 5 
and take a laſt farewell of me, and that 
he ſhould leave Scotland next day for 
1 ſay you forgive me, faid he, and 1 
will leave you; I do, ſaid I, go, and 
never diſturb a wretch more: He prefled 
my hand to his lips, and at the fame in- 
_ Rant, a ruſtling among the trees, raiſed 
my eyes to it, but what became of me at 
tte ſight! My huſband diſcharged his 
5 . in 2 lover's , and 
| left 


88 ä 2 


" 10 14 
eft bim explciog at my fret 55 inſtantly F 


all 1 my love returned, I rent the air with _ 
my cries, I fell upon the ground beſide 
him, and tore my; cloaths to ſtop his 
blood; I loaded Cameron, who ſtood 


ſmiling by, with every opprobrious epi- 


thet I could think of; Lord William 
looked duh at me, a gleam: 1 eber 


2 t My As knew no: bounds, 


and authenticated the barbarous falſe- _ 
hoods of my huſband, I loved with all 
the ardor of a youthful paſſion, and a 


heart unverſed in deceit, Lord William, 
(excepting my grandfather,) was the on- 


ly perſon who. had ever expreſſed any 
attachment to me, whatever his faults 
had been, he payed dearly for them, and 
der ectly 
murdered for my ſake, waſhed. away all 
his imperfections with his blood, and left 
him the ſame perfect creature, in whom 
had centered every expectation, or idea 
of happineſs; Iwill not deceive you my 
young friend, at as it map ſeem to 


: to ſee the man 1 had loved, ſo: 
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you, a ſentiment often aroſe in my mind, 
although I ſtrove to baniſſi it, that I might 
in ſome future day be diſengaged, and 
revive my partiality without a crime; 
but in the ſcene before me, every deluſion 
vaniſhed, and my love and my deſpair 
only remained; I bedewed the corpſe of 
Lord William with tears, and could only 
be torn from it by force; my huſband, 


ſurrounded by his creatures declared. 


he had committed that raſh act in his own - 
defence, having met me going off with 
my paramour, with whom I had long 
carried on a private correſpondence; Et 
Lord William's diſguiſe corroborated 
the detail, his death prevented all con- 
tradition from him, and what could my 
proteſtations avail? Cameron dreaded 
Lord William's relations, and could only 
_ vindicate himſelf by ſuch a tale, my for- 
mer elopement made the ſtory too 
bable, and the crime of which he was ac- 
c uſed, is held in ſuch deteſtation in Scot- 
land, that Cameron obtained his pardon. 
As to me, diſtracted by pe grief, and 
| _ frantic 


% 


— child: 


then the mother: filenced xvery other 


ſenſation, and I almoſt loſt my reaſon. 


Six days after this fatal event, my tyrant 


conducted me into a grated tower, which 
was to conſtitute from that day my pri- 
fon for life; here ſaid he, (taki 


hours; I was too much afflicted to at- 


tend to him, my grief had given way to 


ſtupidity, which. laſted for the three or 
four firſt days of my confinement, and 


was only interrupted by opening and 


ſhutting my door once a day to put in 


proviſions ; I took up the letter at laſt, it 
was from my father. Judge what an ad- 
dition to ml Gn es i 1 read as 
follows :— 


TO Fenn of your mode e of 


« puniſhment, for the abandoned wretch, 


<< whom I can no longer look upon as a 
daughter, ſecure her from relapſing. 


© into that e with which ſhe has 


* ſtained 


aki ng -out a © 
letter,) is conteraplution for your leiſure 


as yes 
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«and AF} +49 Tag Auen lors 1 will re- 


* ceive her child, and educate it in a juſt 


e abhorrence of + ett: ROE I" 
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The ee e 1 tet tter was 


ay my miſeries, exceeds belief, the. 
idea of my child being taught to be- 
lieve me criminal, was the bittereſt Pang. 
J had yet endured, I had no means 


of making a defence for myſelf with my 
father, would he, prepoſſeſſed agai inſt 


me as he was, believe any thing I could 
urge in my own favour, unſupported . 
any teſtimony but my word; I will not 
dwell upon the miſerable. ae de 1 


dragged on for three years, at length, 
time and religion, effected a reſignation 
I had thought impoſſible, and I began to 
conſider my trials as the means of leading 
my ſoul to God, they had' weaned me 


from all worldly wiſhes, but my child, 
and the hope of a future indulgence in 
her ſociety, if. I out. lived my huſband, 
ſoftenedth e rigor of many moments; 


1 formed 


of : hoe” hentai Was - the p 
ject, and my only expectation o 
neſs, which laſted for e 3 ; my OY 
ons Wenn. at a aſy 


ports ur me ee indiffer 
them, I preferred my priſon cnfinitely 4 
the torture of beholding him, whom I 
looked upon as the author of every cala- 


mity that had befallen me: Eleven years 


I dragged on this deplorable life, when 1 
Was releaſed by his death, which a fall 
from his horſe occaſioned, but his ven- 
geance purſued me even beyond the 
grave; he made a will, in which after 
ſumming up the circumſtances of my ſup- 


poſed diſhonour, he left his daughter ſole 5 
heireſs, with ſtrict injunctions to her 


guardians, never to ſuffer her to ſee me, 
under ſevere penalties. In vain I wrote 
to my father details of my ſufferings, 


and vindications of my conduct, my let- 


ters were rejected, and my viſit forbid. 
N and offended, I retired into a 
5 remote 


* 


” 
LL: — — 


. . roa ar acueres onto 
63 — 3 ———————— 


— —-— S. 2 
GS : - - 


— 


* 112 5 
remote part of Scotland, to await * 
daughter's coming of age; that periofl at 
length arrived, 1 had heard: of ber being 
married ſome time before, wrote to 
F her, and implored me to let me te her, | 
| Alas! the prejudices of edlucatio N 
is too Powerful, and I received cold re- 
= fuſal; this laſt and only point | denied 
mee, I had literally no cauſe to live for, 
and I determined to quit the country in 
which I had endured ſo much, and waſte 
mite remainder of my days in perfect ob- 
ccurity. In England, I might be diſco- 
= -wercd; I therefore Penny benen Fee _ 


the payment of my jointure to a ang | 
in Dublin,) the punctual payment of 
| which, was the only juſtice 1 ever re- 
_ ceived from my family) Lletr- Scotland, 
cameover here, and fixed on this retired 
ſpot for my future reſidence ; I changed 
my name to Warley, and have remained 
bere fixteen years, in anxious expecta- 
tion of being releaſed. Cruelly as my 
daughter has treated me, I cannot ſhake 
93 0 . 


— 
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ber from my heart, but me i is the only 
remaining ohject intereſting to t. Com- 
pare, my dear Mrs. Mortimer, your fate 


with mine, and antidder- at woes you 
en e from. N TAteT 


- Thus did the W N Loferer, 
8 her calamitous hiſtory. She 
had endured ſo. much more than I had, 1 


was aſhamed to recollect my own want of 


fortitude; with What heroic patience ſe 


| ſupported. herſelf, under trials ſo ſevere 
and unmerited as her's were, without a 
friend, to keep her from ſinking under 


ſuch an accumulation of 1 


Adieu, my kind protectreſs, continue to 
love FOR: e eee 1 
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Hts x EVER DEAR Ls to. TD» 1 9 
1 AM fo flattered and fo delighted, 
that I hardly know what I am writing. 
You will fcarcely believe me, when I tell 
you, that Laura's brother is at this mo- 
ment enjoying the ſweets of repoſe be- 
neath this roof. As I was ſitting this 
morning in a deep reverie of the melan- 
choly kind, while my mother was paying 
her accuſtomed viſit to my brother, I Was 
roufed from it by a meſſage from a fer- 
_ vant, who earneſtly aefired to ſpeak to | 
any of the ladies of the family, I deſired 
to ſee him, he entered the room with 
reſpectful bow. He was advanced in life, 
but appeared genteel and intelligent, he 


 faid he hoped I would pardon his boldneſs _ 


in coming to enquire after a young lady, 

Tho; he had been informed, took refuge 
in this houſe, and who had been forcibly 
carried off from her friends 1 in America. 
That her We brother was now in 
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Dublin, ff arching after her, cke ne 
others of her relations, were diſperſed . 
over England, Scotland and France, in 


purſuit: of her, and the villain who had 


torn her from her family. I told him 
the was ſafe and well, and as happy as the 
667 ſo excellent a man as Mr. Morti- 
mer, would permit her to be, but that 
as to inf rming him where ſhe was, T mult - 
be excuſed," as that ſecret was not mĩne to 
divulge. Madam ſaid he; I perceive the 
being honored with my "mijeſtendd confi- 
dence cannot entitle me to your's, but I 
am perſuaded, you will not refuſe to ſee 
Mr. Henry Valmont, that he may learn 
rom your lips, the ſituation of à ſiſter, 
he with the greateſt juſtice adores. I an- 
ſwered that my mother and I ſhould ſpend 
the evening at home, and ſhould. be glad 
to ſee the brother of my friend; 1 aſked 
him a great many queſtions, all of which he 
evaded anſwering, and bowing moſt ref. 
pectfully left me. When my mother re. 
turned, L told her what had paſſed; how 
| vue Es faid ſhe, is your brother's 
Sts | illneſs, 


— 
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Stindf6, cu it prevents a betta between , 
thoſe two young men, which muſt have 
been fatal to one of them. He is Rill- de- 
lirious and in great danger, if Llofe him 
of a fever, I ſhall always conſider his 
death, as the will of the Supreme Being, 
And reſignation to omnipotence, will ſoften 
my affliction - but ſhould the ſword of - 
an adverſary pierce his boſom, the wound 
would paſs through my heart, with the 
double anguiſh of knowing his own vices, 
were bis aſſaſſins. All y philoſophy | 
could not ſupport me under ſuch accumu- 
. hated misfortunes—The dock: had hardly 
ſtruck ſix, when Mr. Valmont as an- 
nounced... I never beheld ſo intereſtinga 
figure — tall, majeſtic, graceful, eleganty 
every feature like Laura's with more anl- 
mation, à voice which ſpeaks to the ſoul, 
and a manner at once unembarraſſed and 
reſpectful. He politely apologized for a 
viſit, which he hoped, we would not con- 
ider as an intruſion, as he found We were 
acquainted with Laura, and would only 
make allowance, for the intereſt a bro- | 
| ther 


| { wp J 
ther took in her affairs. He entreated, 
nay urged, us to inform him where ſhe 
was, my mother complied, but requeſted 
he would defer his viſit to her, until ſhe 
was properly informed of his arrival in 
Ireland, as her ſpirits have already ſuſtain- 
ed ſo many ſevere ſhocks, ſeeing him ab- 
ruptly, might have a bad effect on her 
weak ner ves. He has confented to ſtay: 

until we hear from you, and is now eſ- 

_ tabliſhed here, with his ſervant Le Fevre, 
who is the man that came here to enquire: 
for Laura. My mother admires Valmont 
0 ely—Oh Honora, how my heart 
| bleeds „ at ehe idea of his hearing that the 

Mr. Janes, he has ſo much nnn exe- 

—_ 18 the brother * "_ e 
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111 enen my Sar Jag iſs + pacquet, 


ee evening, and retired to my 
own room to read it. I had hardly be- 


gan it, when I- felt myſelf wonderfullx 


intereſted, but heavens, what became of 


me, when I: diſcovered, pictured under 
the appearance of the moſt undutiful 
hardneſs of heart, your friend Honora, . 
the more I read, the more I was agitated, 


my heart was torn With remorſe, for hav- 
ing added to the undeſerved aſſſiction of 


my innocent parent. and I had ee 
finiſhed it, when I fell ſenſeleſs on the 
floor, how long I remained in that ſitua- 
tion, I know not, on recovering, I found 


myſelf in bed, ſurrounded by my friends, 


Who, with anxious looks, were making 


enquiries after my health. Do not aſk. 


after me, ſaid I, ſuch a wretch as I am, 
does 


„ 
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does not merit che leaſt attention My 
Lord looked amazed, take that man- 
ſcript and read it, and learn to be aſhamed, 
of ever having loved ſo undutiful and - 5 
_ cruel a daughter, as I have been, to a ſuf⸗ 
fering and amiable mother, he took it, 
and retired to read it. Dear Louiſa, I 
was not intentionally inhuman, I was de- 
ceived treacherouſly, deceived. by my ſe- 
vere grandfather, and ſtill more ſavage, 
barbarous aunt. They taught me to 
think, my angelic, my blameleſs mother, 
was the moſt artful and abandoned of 
her ſex. How ſharply do I now reproach 7 
myſelf, for my implicit credulity, and 
never having taken any ſteps to ſee my 
dear, though unfortunate parent, ſince 
my marriage, too ready to believe their 
miſrepreſentations, and too y _ 
ignorant of the world, to re\fon upon 
their motives. T took for truths, their 
malicious deceptians, and. yielded an eaſy * 
credence to them; how little do Ideſerve 
the affectionate dutiful at tentiong ny two 
ſons pay me, I who have inconf} derately 
wrung 
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ger wonder, that 1 . ever been 
bleſſed with a daughter. My Lord * | 
gone to Warley Cottage, to was th 
dear poſſeſſor, for receiving mein chars 
ter, of her repentant child. I am W 
with 1 impatience, to ſee her, to hear her 
mild revered voice, pronounce my par- 
don. I die, to affure her of my ardent 
affection for her, and claim her company 
as my right, for the remainder of our 
days. She is coming, Louiſa, ſhe is com- 
ing with my Lord, ſhe is coming to for- 
give and bleſs me. How forcibly does the- 
voice of nature ſpeak, to deſcribe my 
feelings would be impoſſible, ile ſhe | 
dclaſped me in her arms, and invoked 
Heaven, to ſhower down bleſſings on my 
head. Tears of maternal tenderneſs forced 
their paſſage through her eye-lids, = 
they were the ſoft effuſions of joy. 
tweet ſerenity took place, of our firſt Fe 
tation, we viewed each other with filent 
and mutwal delight, Nothing, however, 
could prevail on . to leave Laura alone 
— my 


NE th Þ I 
— y n daugh lere aid PTY 
muſt not be. neglected, but as ſoon as ſhe 7 
is reſtored to her friends, I will return, 
and remain with you, while this totter- 
: ing fabric laſts: . She aroſe; and-embracs = 
ing me affectionately, Tab, <* you, have 


R 


inſpired me with a wiſh to live” She 


then returned to Warley Cottage, — 
Lord conducted her there. He ſeems 
almoſt as much delighted with bur diſco, 
. of each other, = your EE 
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Coen or buaaroe. To: Mikel WE ON. 
"PREPARE, my dear Louiſa, for's 
| moft enchanting ſurprize. 5 "Mortimer 
lives, and is, moſt probably, on his way 
to Ir Ireland. I moſt, lincerely congratulate 
you on his reſurrection; your. happineſs 
is more concerned in it, than you are 
aware of. Your lover, (for ſuch if I have 
any penetration he is), arrived here yel- 
terday, and charmed us with his addreſs, 
manner, elegance, &c. - From your let- 
ter, my angel mother had prepared 
Laura to expect a viſit from her brother. 
I went with him to the cottage. Laura 
received him with great affection, but 
wept bitterly ; : after ſome time, ſhe aſked | 
after all her friends but Mortimer, and 

enq uired what had been ſaid of her elope- 

ment. He anſwered, that it was univer- 
dall nden. that Mr. James had carried 


Her 


— 


— 


cms) 
ber off by £ ſtrafagem, rg to Kerk ins 


clinations. He added, that on his return 
home with his mother, he found his fs 
ther enquiring after Mr. James, with fu- 
rious eagerneſs, who was not any where 
to be found. Miſs Valmont, who told 
him the vrhole affair, and having the honor 
ff his family at heart, he followed Mr. 
James to the camp, Sing he might take 
ſome fatal ſtep, from vic olent impetueſity 


3 


of his temper, but arrived too late, as 
Mortimer had received a wound in his 
and was apparently dead. Appa- 
rently! : echoed Laura, with a wild look: 
Brother, did you not ſay apparently? 
Mr, Valmont, who did not deſign to have 
ſaid ſo much, bluſhed exceſſively, Laura 
threw: herſelf at his feet, ſeized, both his 
hands, and ſaid; with a voice and lock of 
awful ſolemnity, if you ever loved your 
wretched. ſiſter, tell me, oh tell me, the 
true ſenſe of that word apparently, do- 
not feat to confeſs it, I am prepared for 
every event. He raiſed her genciy in His 
| * My Laura, you o ul 
£3 EY 


timer lives! Ad for ate and Laura. 


auen e e xk firſt dreſſing, was 


cm) 


hear that your Mortimer: lives. I could 
L Gould, exclaimed ſhe in a frantic voice, 1 
and would adore the tongue, that aſſured 


tidings. I conjure you, in the name of 


Heaven! tell me if you do not wiſh to 
ſee me expire at your feet; relieve me 
from this torturing ſuſpenſe. Then, ſaid 
he, with a voice and look the moſt touch 
ed; he lives, Mor- 


She heard no more, but fainted aay.— 5 
The amiable Henry's diſtreſs, was dread- 
ful until ſhe recovered, which the very . 
ſoon did 3 and then intreated him, to fa - 


vour us with an event, we were all ſo 
c anxious to bear. he then told us, that 


pronounced not to be mortally _ 5 
that Laura was not miſſed for ſome time, 
but at laſt ſhe was, and ſought for 8 


where. By perſevering in enquiring, we 


diſcovered, that Mr. James had hired 2 | 


Pug 4 
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os Mortimer fell. Into this boat, his 
friends carried the diſtracted Laura. As 
ſoon as this Was diſcovered, . ſeveral 
boats were diſpatched in purſuit n f 
her; but none of them could gain fi 
of n her brother had ey 5 
her to Wales, her father to France; that 
he had wrote to them the Jon news 
of Her ſafety.” They having previoully 
agreed to whit towns their letters mould 
be directed, and he had no doubt, that 
they would all alſemble in ireland, in 
very little time. Laura told kim, ſhe 
had wrote many letters to America, and 
ſhe fuppoſed Mortimer would be tran 
quillized by reading thoſe on her fate. 
[ thought Laura beautiful before, but! 
am now convinced, that nothing can em- 
belliſh beauty, like real heartfelt ER om 
May thy joys "be permanent, vine 
Laura; and may you never Eibe ano; 
ther cruel reverſe of fortune“! 


: Adjen, my deareſt 13 may you | 
be 2 truly happy as is * preſent your 
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FE NEVER was a brd more Me 
5 fary, or more happily adminiſtered, than 
that which your letter conveyed to me; 
it diffuſed the ſweeteſt hope, and baniſhed 
the deep dejection which had taken poſ- . 
ſeſſion of my mind. I repeat to myſelf, 
Mortimer lives; and my unfortunate 
brother has eſcaped the miſery of being | 
an homicide., Though I cannot pretend Z 
to defend his conduct, yet ſtill he is dear, 
very dear to my heart. My mother is 
abſolutely wretched. about bim; his rav- 
ings are ſo. wild and violent, it is with 
great difficulty he can be kept in bed; heis 
fallen into a ſound ſleep, Which may, 
„ relieve Wi „ 
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V brother is much better, aten 
— lin and reaſonable; but extreme 


he told my mother, that he felt 
the approach of 


duct in the blackeſt colours; that his re 


morſe was ſevere and poignant, and his 
cere; that it would 
ir he felt, if 
be could ſee Laura, and hear her pro- 

n, before he met his 
po or r murdered: friend 3 1n A a better world. 


repentance perfectly 1 
dea "my alleviation to Wade P 


F nounce his par 


caled & u his ee prom murder- 


ed friend; and ſometimes he res 


Lauraideadiof grief, and imagined” her 
ghoſt haunted and tortured him, All 


this aroſe from remorſe, whichifromithe 


diſordered ſtate of his _— had nd ar- 


vered ** — 17 ens E julter 
1 


dy 


eath, with dreadful aps 
pret e ions, that he now viewed his con- 
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form, and looks forward to chaſtiſement, 
for the crime he believes he has commit- 
ted. Laſt night he entreated me to pray 
for him; Louiſa, ſaid he, you are an in- 
nocent creature, and your prayers will bo 
admitted to . throne of grace; but 1 
am ſo black with crimes, that if L ſhould 
pray, my ſupplications would be returned 
in dire curſes on my own head. 1 could 
y tears; my mother 
| ſoothed him with religious diſcourſes. 
Alas, mother, ſaid he, to a true Chriſtian 
ſuch as you are, the grave has but few 
terrors; but for me, I who have badly 
known a God, and cannot feel the heal- 
ing balm, of his mercy, Death is, indeed, 
a king of terrors to me! how I longed to 
tell him all I knew, and eaſe at once, the 
vretchedneſs of his mind; but that I did 
not dare to do, for fear of involving us 


in freſh calamities. The phyſician that 


attends him, thinks his conſtitution. haa 
received a fatal blow, and has not the 
climate; therefore, if he can be moved, 

ut. he 
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1 besten to dpa. Could Laura 
and her Mortimer ſee his pale face, and 


emaciated figure, their well-founded re- 


ſentment, would give date to compaſ- 
ſion. Hearts formed | ike une eu Y 


arbou r implacable] TINTING . 
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M. Mortimer has been here ſonie hours ; 
and is, in every reſpect, the moſt accom-- 
pliſhed gentle man I ever met with. No 


wonder Laura's young heart fell an eaſy 


 facrifice to o mary charms? my mother 


admires him more than Mr. Valmont, to 
own the truth; though Mortimer is a . 
charming man, I was hurt at tlie prefe-- 


rence ſhe gave him; I was unable to diſ- 
pute it, T wiſhed to defend my favourite, 


and would have bleſſed any one, that 
would have done it for me. But a 


ſort of conſcioufneſs locked up my tongue. 
A confuſion, and a I dont know what, 


made me fo bad an advocate; that I was: | 
2 „„ 
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added, that he hopec they might not. 
meet, as an engagement between them, 
muſt prove fatal to one of the parties.— 
1 trembled, my mother aſked him what 
he had · determined with regard to- Mr. 
James. He anſwered, that he hoped * 
this time, he had fully ſeen the baſeneſs 
F as well as the. abſurdity. of his conduct; > 
1 and would avoid an enraged and i injured. 
7 huſband, whoſe honor and perſon. he had, 5 
=. S unjuſtly attacked; that his character 
1 demanded Mr. James 's.life } but as he did. 
4 not wiſh to embrue his hands in the blood of 
his fellow-creature, he would not ſeek him. 
A He owned he had loved him. like a bro» 
WS ther; and that he poſſeſſed many good 
| qualities, until by giving the reins to his. 
paſſions, they led him aſtray, and ob- 
ſcured all his merit. My. mother then f 
ſaid to him, if you fo "Mr. James on a 
fick 
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would your reſentment purſue him far - 


ther? He pauſed; and replied; xhat a 


perſon who came under the deſcription? 


ſhe had given, would not be an Object fon 
any man's ſword. That it was the fierce; 
inſolent, audacious James, ho haddared to 
vaolate: every law, and trample on everx 


reſtraint; 5 th 


t he wiſhed to puniſh, not 


ſuch a ſhadow as ſhe eee, ** nor 5 


the man he had once c- ö 

If, ſaid my mother, you could dan the 
hock; 
the meager ſhade I have deſcribed to you, 


and who has, at this early period of his 


life, fallen a ſacriſice to the ſtrong ſenſe 
he entertains of the injuries he has done 


you. Where, madam, where? cried Mor- . 
eagerly, for IJ once loved him o 


well, and with ſuch true affectiön, Lcan- 

not hear of his miſery with indifference. „ 

* more patient, fir, replied my mother: 
gs behold 


e ee N 
you behold him om the verge of the'gravey' 


I could inform you where to ſind 


e 
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| heholdii in the: women deten, the mother 
and ſiſter of that raſh and eee e 
young man. His father, whoſe. name 
Was Luton, Was a lawyer of ſome emi- 
nence: He had but a ſmall eſtate, nid, 2 
Ne delicate conftinnion, Which pars | 


the two laſt years of his lte; and 3 ö 


lamented the narrow circumſtances his 
death would leave us in. A brother of 
his mother's, having learned his ſituation, 
wrote to him, that he would take his ſon, 
and adopt and educate him as his own; mm 
at his death, leave him his whole eſtate; on :- 
condition of taking his family name of J. 
James. All this was immediately execut- 
ed: Mr. Luton dying when his ſon was 
only two years old, was happy at his be- 


ing ſo amply provided for; but the event. 


proved how ſhort-ſighted we poor mor- 
tals are! After his father's _— r 
ſon often viſited my daughter and me, 
and always ſhewed us the ed atten- 
tion; but ſtrangers had formed his mind, 
and he did not love me ſufficiently to give 
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A 
2 
; ( | 
* - 
py \ : G 4 
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* 5 


preſented the — any 10 ee pria- | 


ee 

| goodneſs of heart atone forterincioiey 
of underſtanding. Without once deigni 8 
to conſult me, he went into the army, a 
ſchool little calculated to rectify bad rin 
ciples, or inculcate good ones; uùnleſs in 
minds where virtue is the genuine pro- 
duce of the ſoil; and this was ſo far from 
being the preſent caſe, that a leſs 
than 2 ſevere mis fortune, effect 2 
ſalutary change. He took leave of me, 
vith an indifference that wrung my heart; 
and from the time he left Ireland, until 
hat morning, he found Laura with me, 
he appeared to have forgot he had a mo- 
ther or a ſiſter, who were intereſted about 
him; I heard from others, that he was 
well and admired; theſe letters were paini- 
ful proofs, that ſtrangers, or at the utmoſt _ 
only acquaintance, felt more for me than 
_ own fon did. 1 concealed the grief 


his 
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againſt your life! She pauſe, 


Ns ; E 


is neglect gave me, for fear of commi 


nicating it to his ſiſter; vhoſe dutiful affec- 
tion would have doubled my chagrins KY | 


ſharing them; and therefore devoured my 


ears in ſecret; hardly ever permittin S 70 
eee name. judge, ſir, What 
my feeelings, what my preſent diſtreſs muſt | 


be; this ſon, this only repreſentative of 

the beſt of huſbands; and of men, -'now 
lies at the point of death; conducted 
there by his own vices! Totally ignorant 


of religion, he is deſtitute of hope; lan- | 
guiſhing under: ſevere. bodily pains, and 
the {till more excruciating ones'of ſham . 
treachery, ingratitude;z- and murder; in 
ſuch a ſituation, could you forgive the 
raſh inſult he offered to you? Did you! 


ſee him thus, could you forger your 


5 0 


wrongs? Do good for evil, and cloſe the 
eyes of a man, whoſe ain was | raiſed; 
tears gliſ- 


tened in Mortimer's ſine eyes; à variety: 
of paſſions raiſed a conflict in his breaſt, 
at laſt he 8 and ſaid, if vour picture 

: 155 


10 7 me clean eee ach, 
adn ben —— we were in my 
mme apartment; my 


| en- hp my bare rr if Es 
he was certain he had killed his friend 
as many people had received ſevere 
certain of it, anſwered my brother; he 
_—_ in the arms of his Laura, anc F 
that depriving the lovely mourner; of rea- 
ſon il wh her-without oppoſition, into my 
. There was a ſhip in the harbour, 
und for ſome days to Cork, which was 
to ſail the morning of this unhappy day; 
money eaſily purchaſed a few hours de- 
lay; and the crew only waited for me, 
and when 1 brought Laura on board, 
they inſtantly put to ſea, and were very; 
ſoon out of the reach of purſuit. I got 5 
agepans woman, who was one of the paſ- 
tp ſen gers, 
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when ſeveral days had elapſed, 
Kill continued inſane; I felt the Whole 
force of the erime I had committed, and 


0 | 


| fongors,/t to attend Laura; and — 
myſelf, her fit would be temporary; but 
and ſhe 


my deſpair knew no bounds. The ſharpeſt 


remorſe gnawed my vitals, whenever her 
beautiful eyes were turned on me! I 
thought they reproached me wit the de- 
ſtruction of all her happineſs. She ſpoke 
but few words, and thoſe 4p 


every one col which; Was a dagger to my 
tortured heart! I had her moſt carefully 
watched and attended, that ſhe ſhould not 
deſtroy herſelf; until ſhe was forced from 


me by the taking of our ſhip, by a priva- 


teer; from that moment, I did not know 


what was become of her, until the morn- 
ing 1 found her in your room; and to 
my inexpreſlible grief, diſcovered: that 
ſhe was reſtored to reaſon, only to exe- 
crate the barbarian, who had cauſed her 
ſo much miſery. Oh! why was 1 per- 


mitted to be the . of ruin, to 
| N thoſe 
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thoſe vhm l ved d but my love 
was that of a deſtroying fiend ; and my 
affections carried a baleful inffueace to 
every one they ſought. I had one true 
and tried friend; and him 1 have inhu- 
manly murdered! and involved every 
one I love in miſery. But are you con- 
vinced that there is no poſũbility of your 
friend's being alive? perhaps he only 
fainted from loſa of blood, and may 
have recovered the blow you gave him! 
I ſee, deareſt mother, you wiſh to flatter | 
me into life; but believe me I never can 
recover: the hand of death has ſeized me, 
and I ought to die a ſacrifice to the manes 


of the braveſt, deareſt, and beſt of friends? 1 


ful: Deareſt brother, ſaid I, there may 
be more of that name in America; but 
moſt aſſuredly, we have heard of / one» 
who eſcaped after having been wounded 
by his friend in a duel; of this we have 
certain intelligence. Take care, Louifa, 
you do attempt to deceive me; I never 
could — whit you might deem a 
| goons: 


My ſentence is not only juſt, but merci. 


1 ii, 
pious fraud. There is no deceit i ": 
my ſon, anſwered my mother; Mort. 
mer lives, and lives to pardon his James. 
My brother's agitation grew ſo violent, 
I feared he would have fallen into convul- 
ſions? Mother, cried he, in a tremulous - 
voice; if you would wiſh to fee your 
fon. die i in peace, oh, repeat the bliſsful 
hallowed ſound! Once more bleſs my 
dying ears; ſay, oh ſay again, he lives! 
he does, ſaid Mortimer, diſcovering him- 
felf; he lives to embrace his repentant 
friend. My brother, « overpowered with 
joy, was for ſome moments unable to 
ſpeak; and the firſt words he was able to 
articulate were, oh! pardon, oh! forgive 5 
the aſſaſſin, who has ſo wantonly attacked 
your happineſs. If I could ſee my friend 
taking care of his health, replied the ge. 
nerous Mortimer, my felicity might ſtill 
be complete, and has only been delayed; 
the excellence of your conſtitution, may 
yet reſtore: you to our wiſhes? my bro- 
ther ſighed, a and a his e head: 


2 il MEE Mortimer, 
* | £ 


—— 


1 120 » if 9 1 05 
| Mortltner; to prevent n n 


ein ſpe * 


ing, which he perceived, had greatly ex- 
hauſted his ſtrength ; 'requeſted he would 
compoſe himſelf, while he related ſome | 
ne i he had brought wi with him from Amel 


rica. Vou may remember u gay young 


Nee gentleman at Boſton, called on. 


8 


Clare, whoſe 
_ proverbial ame 
| rigorous : as his cer cruelty towards 
him, eſpecially on the ſubject of money 
This young man ſaw Mlle. Valmont at 
Boſton, and became her captive; ſhe be- 


fy 21 


came ſenſible of his attachment, and a 
mutual flame produced a mutual promiſe, 


of living for each other, in hopes that 
ſome favourable ſtroke of fortune, might 
one day enable them 
nies. She refuſed many advantageous 
offers to the ſurpriſe of every one; and it 


was moſt generally believed, that pride 


alone had dictated her denials. For two 
years, their affections were only known 


to each OY "neither of them having a. 


1 7 E confidant, 
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_ and poverty were 
| Nothing was ſo 


to unite their deſti- 
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confidant, wth ſecret was therefore a 13 
giouſly kept, but ſince you left America, 
St. Clare received an account of the death 
of his father, who! to conſole him for hav- 

ing ſtarved him during his life; | had left 

him a very large eſtate, and a profuſion 
of ready money. This eſtate joins the 
caſtle of Valmont: on the arrival of this 
news, the lovers owned their ſituation- 
The old Ducheſs happily approves-of St, 
Clare for a ſon-indaw ; and they have 


prevailed upon her to leave America, as 


the ſeat of war muſt ſtill be a ſcene of 
deſolation; and go with them to France. 
The Duke, will be charmed with the 
thoughts of returning to his own coun -- 
try, to which he is ſtrongly attached; and 
I ſuppoſe, on the receipt of Henry's let- 
ters, which inform him of Laura's ſafety; 
he will immediately go back to America, 
and I ſhall write to him this night; to 
urge his return to Boſton. After ſome 
more inconſequential converſation, weleft 
my brother, if not better in health, at 
leaſt much happier in mind. Mortimer 
ſets 
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ol ; cov LD you. os the Mortimers, 

a = how Happy how tranſported they gaze 

at each other, you would exclaim with 
the pfalmiſt, 


4 


1 „ well for us to have been  afflifted. 9 


| | But you ſhould tell things | in order, and 
juſt as they happened. True, my beaute- 
WW - ous monitor, (I perceive you are grown 
=_ captious ſince Henry Valmont left Dub- 
lin, and muſt be indulged a  little,) and 
iM now for — not only order, but preciſion 
itſelf. On the arrival of your letter, 1 
read it to my Lord and Henry, and they 
agreed with me, that Laura ſhould be 
made acquainted with its contents, to 
prepare her for ſeeing Mortimer. I 
ED there- 


Pg 


< 143 3 
mm to? Wathey Cottage; « A 


preparing her as well as 1:could: for it, ; 


gave her your letter. Her animated ce 


tenance expreſſed a variety of ſenſations 
while ſhe peruſed i it. Oh! ſaid ſhe, if his 
repentance ſhould be feigned, Mortimer 


has every thing to fear from his violence 


and perfidy. I anſwered, that there 
could not remain a doubt of his ſincerity, 


as he was ſealing his contrition with his 


death; his - phyſicians all aſſerted that 
he e not recover, ſhe might there- | 
fore diſmiſs every ſhadow of apprehenſion | 
upon. that. head, and prepare to receive 
Mortimer at Emerton Place. I eaſily pre- 
vailed with my mother and Laura to re- 


turn with me; as we approached. the 


houſe, I perceived Laura caſing her eyes 
eagerly about on every ſide, as if tbe 7 


l0Ded 40 diſcover ſome object the: og 


anxiouſly wiſhed to fee, I gueſſed her 
motive, but was obliged to repreſs her ex- 
pectations, by aſſuring her, that it was 
impoſſible for Mortimer to arrive before 


the following day. She ſighed, and all 
1 a boa 
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her Giri its fled. we were Five | Or 
the coach _— me? and your -- 


1 have not a c doubt” that he el yo p 
70 diſtrackon; he entertains me for hours 
with your perfections, without once re- 
flecting thatthe beauty, graces, anducroms 5 
pliſnments of one woman, are ſeldom a ve« 
ry agreeable ſubject to another; however, 
in the preſent caſe, he is very ſecure. 
But to return, we all exerted ourſelves 
to diſſipate Laura's. anxiety, but without | 
effect. Next morning ſhe appeared, as if 
ſhe had paſſed a ſleepleſs night; fir 
ately after breakfaſt, ſhe placed he | 
a window fronting the road, and fixed | 
| her eyes on the moſt diſtant point ſhe | 
could diſtinguiſh, and remained there 
ſome hours: at laſt ſhe ſpied a carriage 
driving full ſpeed, ſhe ftarted; turned 
pale, then red, then pale again, and in a 
moment fell ſenſeleſs into her brother's 
arms. We brought her out to the door 
for the benefit of the air, and in dur con- 
cern for hrs entirely forgot the ſhock it 
. would 


Pd 0 


imer to ths Nat: "0 as 
tuation; he arrived before any 


preſent 
of us thought of him. Oh! I have loſt 
Her, for ever loſt her! cried he, and ſunk 
on the ground motionleſs n ee 
his exclaination' made us ecollet our 


whore 25 Gp 29 . ory 1 my Monday - 


| the xwelkknown ſound of her voice re- 


animated him, he roſe, and claſping her 
an his arms, my Laura, my love, my di- 
vine angel, we part no more, our trials 
are finiſhed, and now we will only live 
for love and each other. Can I believe 
my happinels , ? cried Laura. Is it poſſible 


yvourſelf, my love, anſwered he, 


quite recovered, we left them to converſe 
without reſtraint. The variety of diſtreſſes 
they had endured, ſerved only to 
Seighten their preſent j joy. Some time 


after we fat down to dinner, the moſt 


- It : e 


1 


we never, never more ſhall be ſeparated? 


and rell aſſured, that nothing but death 
ſhall ever divide us; ſeeing they were 


4 


4 mplecatly "OE ft of 8 that has 4 
beenaflembled this o 


Cen \tury, Valmont ſome- 


times heaved a ſoft ſigh, which the little 


were very buſy. in waſting to you. 
To. morrow he leaves us upon e 5 


ouiſa Achs im- 
portant buſineſs is you, pow nf my con- 
jectures are right, do not preſume to play 
off any of your'coquetiſh airs, if you do, I 


Dublin. I believe him. Louil: 


will turn traitor, and : inform him, that 


you are over head and ears in love with 


him, a truth, which the conſcious bluſh, 


while you read. my 1 8 cps 5 
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6 E RY- far, my Honora, from a 
idea of practiſing coquetiſh airs, I am at 
this moment very ſenſibly afflicted at m 
ther's approaching diffotution, As ſoon > 
as Mortimer left us, we had him brought „ 
here, he has been able to ſet up in the 
always chooſes to ſit in the 
was ſitting with me 
there, when Mr. Valmont arrived, my 
brother offered him his emaciated hand 
and ſaid, you are a fellow of too muck 
mettle to purſue a ſpectre with reſentment, 1 
and as the princi 


ſufferer has for 


me, your nn I know will follow upon 1 
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my is it. Henry was too „ ll 5 
ſhocked and affected to be able to pro- 
nounce one word, he preſſed my bro- 
ther's pale cold hand to his breaſt, and ſat 

_ down by him with ſuch an expreſſion of 
ſorrow and compaſſion in his countenance, 
as would have convinced any-one of the 
tenderneſs of his feelings, and the excel- 
lence of his heart ; in the courſe of the 
day, my brother remarked Henry's at- 

tentions to me, and in the evening taxed 

bim with it; Henry's. embarraſſment 
made a bing uſeleſs; after a pauſe, 
he confeſſed he loved from che firſt mo- 
mont he beheld me, but that he had mever 
ventured to acquaint me with his paſſton, 
maving no fortune to offer me; that his 
father had often declared, he would never 

Hy his children under the leaſt reſtraint 
in their choice of a partner for life, but 

he was wholly, ignorant what fortune he 

had to expect from him, and not having 

been bred to any profeſſion, he had no 

proſpect of making one; my broth "7 

n him not to loſe time, but men- 
tion 
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tion it x ito: me, As. a rival might ee | 


him of the. woman he. laved, while h 


went in purſuit of a fortune. . My bn 
ther's advice ſuited his inclinations too 
well to be rejected, he Ne private 5 
audience, which he ob ained, and 1 in the 


moſt reſpectful terms, informed me of his 
paſſion. 1 don't know what I faid | in my 
confuſion, but. it made him ſo * 
that he Was kngeling to mama in a few 
minutes. She told him ſhe had not the 
ſmalleſt objection to make, that i in her 
opinion, competence with affection was 
quite ſufficient for happineſs, that I had 
#ve thouſand pounds, which thould be: 


paid down directly, and that at her 
death, I. ſhould have three hundred Pl 


Fear eſtate, that whatever Henry's fath 


ed to that, would enable Vs to live at 


bi comfortably., As ſoon as, my bro- 


ther heard that all Parties were agreed 


upon the match, he; ſent, for. us, an 
ſaid he had a requeſt to make to us, 
which he hoped we would comply with. 
'F have not many days to reckon, ſaid he, 

- une 


*%. 
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tin be l ref ich dns des 
and the few remaining hours 1 have, 1 | 
| ought to ſpend in repairing ſome of tlie 
| miſchiefs I have committed; my eſtate is 
four thouſand year, one thouſand "of 
Which I will ſettle on the beſt of niothers, 
the other three T mean to ſettle on Henry | 
and Loviſa, on condition they unite their 
Hands in the courſe of next week, being a a 
witneſs of their union, will be the great- 
eſt pleaſure my poor broken heart can 
feel. I entreat i it as a favour, and 1 de- 
mand it as a right, being Louiſa's neareſt 
male relation, I conſider it as a paſſport to 
the grave, and the only balm capable of 
ſoftening the rigours of my few remain- 
ing hours. Join with me, my mother, my 
ſiſter can refuſe you nothing, if you have 
any pity for me, let me ſee them united 
before I yield up my laſt breath let me 
ſee my Louiſa in the arms of a protector 
worthy of her. There was ſomething ſo 
ſolemn in his words and manner, theß 
N me tremble ; ; we all Fannie to 5 


„ 5 1 TTY = 


obey him as ſoon as poſlible : He then ſent 


for ſome lawyers, and is now in private 
conference with them; I ſuppoſe the day 
which is to determine the future happi- 
neſs or miſery of my life cannot be very | 
diſtant. Mx poor brother declines vi- 
ſibly. Alas! Honora! I cannot be 
joyful veide, but am ever moſt alfeQti. | : 
ew your %%% Pong 8 
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WITH a feeble hand and a trem- 
bling heart, I preſume to addreſs the laſt 


lines Fate will permit me to trace to that 


dear object, the innocent cauſe of all my 
calamities, that angelic creature, that 
at the ſame moment I adored and injured, 
My death, which approaches faſt, will, 
I hope, be an expiation for all the pangs 
I fo cruelly inflicted upon you, ſince the 
bleſſed interference of Providence, by 
defeating my intentions, abridged my 


crimes: Heaven doth not reject the pe- 
nitent linger, but invites and en 


true 
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true contrition, and von, i beauteoys 
Laura, who are its epitome, will not E- 


ils Pour: forgiveneſs and pity, to a re- 


pentaneę ſo bitter as mine; I wiſh to hear 
5 itfrom Ll lips, 2 then:] all dje | 


day chert li, 3 bea only e 
marked with violence, arrogance, and 


unbridled paſſions; thoſe. actions, y hich L 


in paſſing, pleaſure gilded; over and con- 
cealed their deformity, are now diveted 
af their: gaudy, trappings, and 1 


with horror from the dreadful retroſpect. 


I have diſcovered, but alas! too late! 


that to die peacefully, we muſt live i inno- 


cently; Come deareſt, and moſt lovely of 
Jour ſex, come and pour the balm of 
peace into my dying ear, and ſooth my 


tortured ſoul with the ſweet ſound of 
your forgiveneſs. . Vou will not ſee in the 


juſtly abhorred James, a furious villain; . 
who would alarm your delicacy, but his 
pale ghaſtly figure may. for a. moment 
appall you. I he noble Mortimer, who 
Knows my lincerity, will lead you to me, 

H 2 perhaps: 
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perhaps the Earl and Counteſs of Emer- 
ton, whoſe names ſtand high upon the 
liſt of merit, and their reſpectable, though 
unfortunate mother would accompany 
you, and honour the nuptials of your 
brother and my ſiſter with their preſence, 
as T hope to ſee their union compleated. 
before I cloſe my eyes for ever. I have 
had great difficulty in writing this letter, 
my weakneſs has made it the work of 
| ſome days: Come, and bring all your 
party with you, remember it is s the luſt 
ee of the neee 88 
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* TI is impoſible to hol en 
to a perſon ſo deeply afflicted as Mr 
James, he may therefore reſt aſſured, that 
all our party (Mrs. Warley excepted, to 
whom travelling is diſtreſſing,) will make 

the utmoſt expedition poſſible, and be 
with him immediately. T have heard, 
and feel moſt ſenſibly your generous ! in- 
tentions towards my brother, and am 
Sir, your very humble Tequanit, 


LAURA MORTIME . 5 
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OL ET TER I, 


CounTzss or EMERTON To Mrs. Wan- 
| | ; LEY. 


My DEAREST arne 


WE had a very pleaſant j journey, and 
mae) this place in ſafety. As we came 
within. ſight of the town, a damp feemed | 
to hang on the ſpirits of the whole com- 
pany, which was very much encreaſed on 
our being received by Mrs. and Miſs 
Luton and Henry Valmont, whole me- 
. Iancholy faces, pathetically ſpoke the deſ. 
pair of their minds. We were introduced | 


to Mr. James, he was lying on a ſofa, 


ſupported with pillows, his eyes cloſed, 
his face pale, dejected, and quite motion- 


lefs, I thought him dead, until he aſked, 
who was there? Louiſa anſwered, Lord 


and Lady Emerton. He e gat ed himſelf ſo 
as to be able to ſee us, and looking at 
Laura 


— J 


"0 0) 


Lab fot ſome moments, ſaid, in a a 
voice; I am ſure you come to pardon 
me. I do, anſwered the, kneeling by 


him, I do from my heart forgive you, 
oh, ſtrive to live amongſt us, you will 
now make a worthy member of our ſo- 
ciety. Alas! ſweet Laura! I feel the full 
Value of your charitable wiſhes, but 
know that at this moment, I love you 
more than ever, for now I am convinced 


os the excellence of your gentle forgiving 


be, and were it poſſible, that my health 


ſhould be reſtored, I ſhould ſtill be a prey 
to the hopeleſs anguiſh. of unreturned 
10 ve. The violence l have committed, may 


ferve to convince you of the unquench- 


able flame you have kindled in my breaſt, 
and which death alone can extinguiſh; 


ſince . Augen Gs it is en ar 


accent in which 46 Cakes 2 the re- 


ſigned and final, pronunciation of his 


own ſentence deeply affected us all. The 


Om 


| heart—but fate deſtined that heart for 
one more worthy of it than ever I could 
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Edles wept, ch men abſolu tely. obbea 
Aloud. It has ever been my fate, 
faid Mr. James, to diſtreſs thoſe I love, 
but leave me now, I want ſome reſt. We 
retired into another apartment, where 
we only interchanged a few words,” we 
were all too deeply penetrated with ſor- 
row to be able to enter into converſation. 
Some time after, Mr. James ſent for me, 
as I approched him, I perceived a pocket- 
book in his hand. I flatter | myſelf Lady 
Emerton will pardon the requeſt Tam. 
going to make her, it is to take the 
trouble of chooſing wedding cloathes for 
my Louiſa, my mother, though pious. 
and reſigned, feels my ſituation too ſenſi- 
bly, to permit her to attend to any thing 
elſe. I know Louiſa has the greateſt de- 
ference. for your taſte, deareſt Lady 
Emerton, allow a dying man to impoſe _ 
this tax on your goodneſs, take this note 
for one thouſand pounds, and make my 
Louiſa appear as a bride, ſuitable to her 
charms and. my won” ah that ſame 
I . ſhould 
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mould not be ſufficient, 1 have a8 ; much 
more at her ſervice. I readily undertook 
the commiſſion, and am now the buſieſt 
of human beings. Louiſa gets all her 
mother's jewels, which are very magni- 


ficent. Mrs. Luton watches every look. 


of her ſon with truly maternal tender- 
neſs. I cannot help liking Mr. James,, 
; 'with all his faults, he has. behaved ſo 
well to his ſiſter Adieu, deareſt mo- 
ther, and love me as Rink are blows by 
en anos I 
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gave my Louiſa the name of v ralmont, 
there were only à very few intimate 
friends invited for the evening. Louiſa. 
was drefſed in a robe turque of; tiffany, | 
ſtriped garter blue and. white, with a. 
ſmall running pattern of gold worked 
between the ſtripes, the under dreſs, 
white ſattin, a white chip hat, (for a hat 
ſhe would have) lined with garter blue 
and trimmed with ribbon of the ſame: 
colour intermixed with the richeſt © and 
neweſt faſhioned point lace, and a large 
plume of garter blue and white pen · fea · 5 
chers; Jo beautiful diamond necklace and, 
car-rings | 
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ang. Wann thy clegant turn of. her 

 contivihs "ds. mth ret os the 
ſhape of her habit ſuited her delicate; fi- 
gure, and her girdle was enriched with 
ſo many valuable jewels, as would have 
tempted fingers, the | leaſt inclined to 
ſwindling, to have broke the eighth 
commandment; her neat little feet looked 
wonderfully pretty in garter blue ſattin 
ſlippers, worked and fringed with gold. 
Her brother viewed her with pleaſure, 
her enraptured lover with tranſport. A 
_ conſciouſneſs that every eye would be di- 
rected to her, gave an additional glow to 
her complexion, which finiſhed a beauty 
already ſo near perfection. Laura choſe 
to compliment Ireland, by wearing 2 
poplin of a bright jonquil colour, the pet- 
ticoat, pale blue ſattin, covered with 
White crape, which was tied up in feſ-. 
toons, with bunches of liburnum and 
knots of white ſattin ribbon; her fine 
dark hair, fcorning limitation, flowed 
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down her neck in graceful ringlets:;ia 
mall white hat lined with blues ts trimmed 
with blue and yellow crape; and blue, 
White, and yellow feathers, ſet on ne 
ſide of her head, added (if any thing 
could) to the dignity of her figure. My | 
dreſs would be uy. worth recounting 
to any one but you, who take an intereſt 
in every thing that concerns me, it was 
Carmelite ſattin, a dh, te nd 
large cap; my Lord payed 
open fear 1955 that. nobody 45 | 
Os 55 VVV 
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Hanks; went Wen che. ee nony 
with true delicacy and propriety, 2nd 
without a ſhadow of affectation. Mr. 
James ſeems to forget his illneſs, and 
Mrs. Luton's animated countenance, 
gave an undoubted teſtimony of heart. 
felt ſatisfaction. Mr. Mortimer's .regi- 
ment has been ſent to England to 
recruit, and all his party have been 
urging my Lord and me to accom- 
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My praresT MoTHER,. 
FHS morning, as Mrs. Luton and 
I were ſitting with Mr. James, he ſèeemed 
buried in melancholy reflections and un- 
uſually languid. I endeavoured to amuſe 
kim, but in vain, yet he was ſenſible of 
my attention, and thanked: me for it in 
8 the kindeſt manner, but added, your 
F goodneſs is thrown away upon me, the 
= Vulture gnaws my heart, Laura is ano- 
ther's, and that other is worthy of her, 
4 they live for each other in perfect bliſs, 
= regardleſs. of me, or of what I ſuffer from 
I | . | 5 


wa al ny ok aim of the human 
| hopeles love, embitt 


oh, may they gil be happy, may their 
v en dene ws 1 — 


joys encreaſe, 
ee d apo 


oh etal God, be rang be heaved a 1 
deep ſigh, and. in that ſigh,” -his wounded _ 
from its mortal manſion, His 1 
mother and, whoſe, tears prevented us 

nb anfwering what be had ſaid, were 
ſome time before we perceived he had 
reſigned his ſoul into the hands of his 
Creator; if we conſidered that preci- 
ous depoſit as only a loan from Hea- 
ven, which ſooner or later, we are 
bound to reſtore, it would make us 1 
more cautious of the ſervices we . 
ploy it. Mrs. Luton's grief, is that of 
2 pious. and reſigned chriſtian. The 
young people deplore his untimely fate 2 
with real forrow. As ſoon as the fu 
neral is over, Mrs. Luton, the Val. | 


monts, and Mortimer, a are to go to Tn, | 
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